Mrs J.Toomey, Clerk to East Chiltington Parish Council
Bowling Green, Chiltington Lane, East Chiltington BN7 3QU, East Sussex Tel: 01273 890621
www.eastchiltington.net
email: clerk@eastchiltington.net
DRAFT minutes of the meeting of EAST CHILTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 6th January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Committee room, Plumpton Village Hall
Present:

Cllr.M.Symes
Cllr.C.Funnell
Cllr.R.Nurse
Cllr. M.Durham
Cllr.M.Goodenough

Apologies: Cllr.P.David

In attendance: Mrs J.Toomey - Clerk to the Council.

LDC Cllr.Rob Banks
Action

1/20/01

Any apologies for absence – Cllr.David had sent apologies

1/20/02

Any questions from the public
None

1/20/03

Declaration of interest on any of the agenda items and update of interests.
None

1/20/04

Minutes of the meeting held on 4th November.'19 were agreed and signed

1/20/05

Matters arising from last meeting
Min no.11.19.02 Update on Footpath EC15 and thistle problem Novington Lane –
Cllr.Nurse had contacted the land agents about clearing the thistles which blanket
neighbouring gardens with seeds in the summer but he was still awaiting a reply. Clerk had
contacted ESCC rights of way who are taking action to get the tenant farmer to clear and reinstate the route of the public footpath.
Council discussed residents concerns regarding shooting in the field with Footpath EC15
which happens every Thursday morning. Enquiries have been made but it does seem that
shooting is permitted (except on Sundays). Walkers must take care.
Chair had not heard anything more regarding a proposed diversion of Footpath 20 –
Novington sandpit. Chair will contact Mathew Harper (ESCC) for an update

1.20.6
1.20.6.1

Financial matters
Council approved payment of the following invoices:
a) To approve payment of invoices (including v.a.t) and any cheques to be signed
Cheque No: 101035
Clerk salary/expenses November
Cheque No: 101036
Clerk salary/expenses December
Cheque No: 101037 £212.40 Upperbridge website fees

1.20.6.2
1.20.6.3

Council noted the current financial situation
There was a discussion regarding the use of CIL funds to pay the legal fees associated with
the Hollycroft devolution. Council was aware that funds held by ECAG which were originally
donated as a 'fighting fund' in order to secure Hollycroft as an open space for residents, held
enough that possibly a grant might be requested by the PC. Chair will contact ECAG.

1.20.6.4

Council considered the precept required to run the council for 2020/21.
The East Chiltington Trust has agreed a grant of £500 for 2020/21 toward maintenance costs
at Hollycroft. This will mean a smaller increase for residents of about £7 per band D.
Council agreed the precept required for 2020/21 to be £6612. East Chiltington still has the
smallest precept in the district apart from Falmer.
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Cllr.Nurse

Chair

Chair

1.20.7

Planning Matters:(P&E committee: Chair, Cllr.Nurse, Cllr.Durham)
Current applications:
LW/19/0867 Yokehurst Farm Mill Lane East Chiltington - Construction of a replacement
outbuilding for domestic storage – the parish council made no comment
LW/19/0872 North Barnes Farm, North Barnes Lane -Proposed roof over existing manure
store. The site had been visited and whilst council had no comment to make on the proposed
application, there were some concerns over the spread of development on the site.
Council noted decisions made by LDC and SDNP:
None

1.20.8

To consider councillor roles and any reports:
TECT: LDC had contacted TECT with a request to put a ditch along the boundary hedge,
which would take rain run off from Chapel Lane. This presently runs in a pipe under the
gardens of the neighbouring homes but the pipe has failed and is causing flooding. There
were, in principle, no objections by TECT to this solution but ongoing maintenance is a
concern. TECT had received some Elm trees which they will plant. The single payment for
2020 had been received.
Finance & Staffing: Cllr.David will take on this role
Communications/website: Cllr.Goodenough will take on this role
Parish magazine report: Cllr.Funnell
Environment and waste: Cllr.Nurse
Community Care: Cllr.Funnell
Highways, verges and SLR meetings: Cllr.Durham will take on this role
a)

1.20.9

1.20.10

Any reports from meetings attended by councillors or the clerk:
None
There was a discussion regarding meetings of the Lewes District Association of Local
Councils (Ldalc). Cllr.Funnell and Cllr.Goodenough felt it could be worthwhile to attend the
next meeting to see if these had become more productive with the change of chair.

Cllr.Funnell

Council noted all correspondence received since last meeting.
Council will respond to the survey on encampments.
Chair,Cllr.David and Cllr.Funnell had replied to the SALC councillor survey.

Clerk

1/20/11

Update on proposals for devolution of land at Hollycroft.
The advisory group has commented on a number of items – hedge cutting, levelling a fire
mound, this involves no expense as volunteers will carry out the work. Moving the football
pitch will also cost nothing but will need some consultation to ensure users are happy with any
change. Extra tree maintenance will not be possible because of budget limitations.

1/20/12

Council considered any possible future developments on land owned by Eton Estates
Cllr.Nurse will report to council if there are any developments.

1/20/13

Council agreed to hold the annual Litter pick n March 8th. Meeting at 10am at the
Rotunda. Clerk will get the equipment and arrange a pick up by LDC. Cllr.Nurse will
organise the morning in accordance with the risk assessment. Cllr.Funnell will provide
refreshments and Cllr.Goodenough will advertise the event – facebook etc.

1/20/14

1/20/15

Council considered the data protection requirements.
Council discussed the parish website in light of the Accessibility Regulations 2018.
Clerk has contacted the website provider for a quote on bringing the parish website into line
with the new regulations – no reply as yet. Cllr.Goodenough offered to take a look at the
requirements. Clerk to provide details.
Update on works at Railway Bridge, Novington Lane
LDC have been assured that the site will return to agriculture at the end of the contract.
Residents have contacted parish councillors to complain about mud on the lane, and
damage to the verges. The contractors have been cleaning the road several times each day
and damage to the verges is mostly being caused by motorists refusing to wait whilst larger
vehicles enter or exit the site, choosing instead to mount the verge – causing the damage.
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Cllr.Goodenough

All

Cllr.Goodenough

Clerk

1/20/16

1/20/17

Items to note or for a future agenda
Council noted that in 2019 the Springett and Campion trust made two grant awards to East
Chiltington residents.
There is still a vacancy on the parish council. Cllr.Nurse thought there may be a resident
interested in joining the council. Chair will follow this up.
Olivia.Clinton@sussex.pnn.police.uk is the Rural, Wildlife, Heritage and Agricultural Officer
The section 137 limit for 2020/21 is £8.32 per elector.
Clerk will contact the Chailey clerk to try and get a closer working relationship between the
two councils.
Meetings for 2020 will be: 9th March, 11th May, 6th July, 7th Sept. and 2nd Nov.
all in the committee room, from 7.30pm. Plumpton Village Hall
LDC Councillor Rob Banks arrived as the meeting finished. He spoke with Cllr.Goodenough
who is willing to continue the campaign to get a free or at least affordable, bus service for East
Chiltington children to get to Chailey school. All agreed that it was unfair and unsafe that
Plumpton children got free passes when EC children were expected to be able to walk along
unlit and unlimited roads with no pavements.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm

JT 7/1/2020

Signed……………………………………..(Chairman ) Dated……………………………

Glossary:
LDC – Lewes District Council
SDNPA - South Downs National Park Authority
ESCC - East Sussex County Council
AIRS – Action in Rural Sussex
SSALC – Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils
TECT – The East Chiltington Trust
LDALC – Lewes District Association of Local Councils
CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England
ECAG – The East Chiltington Action Group
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Chair

