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Z. R. LANDSCAPES
Landscaping
Fencing
Hedge Cutting and Treework
Turf Laying
Driveways
Patios
And More
07949 220721
Zac Robins
landscape@nsza.co.uk
CONTACT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

DRIVER TRAINING
CAR, LGV, PCV, FLT, HIAB
40 East View Fields
Plumpton Green BN7 3EF
Tel: 01273 890410
www.hillsofplumpton.co.uk

Plumpton Stores & Post Oﬃce
Your local village store is now open:
5.45am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday
7.00am to 7.30pm Saturday
7.00am to 1.00pm Sunday
01273 890229

R. A. Brooks & Son
F

Y
D
P -P

M
F

M
P

35 Wivelsfield Road,
Haywards Heath

Ravenoak,
Allington Road,
Newick

01444 454391

01825 722895

email: info@brooksfunerals.co.uk
www.brooksfunerals.co.uk

N.L.S
NICK LANAWAY
SERVICES
Garden and Ground Care Machinery

Service and Repair
Golf Buggy and ATV
07503 891335
nicklanawayservices@yahoo.com
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This month will be our second publication
during our time of lock down and as with
April’s magazine we will be unable to
distribute copies to all in the residents in
Plumpton and East Chiltington.
However we have some printed and a
digital version can be found on the parish
council websites.
If you or anyone one else would like a
‘hardcopy’, they are available at the shop
or by calling 01273 891427
We have no events to publish for this
month and some planned for future
months have been postponed so the
magazine is very pleased to welcome
some new contributors and would
welcome stories, local history, humour etc
from you all in the coming months.
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Finances to the year end in March
were good but we expect to take a hit
moving into the new financial year
with the closure of our facilities.

Plumpton Parish Council
www.plumptonpc.co.uk
Notes from the Parish Council meeting
14th April 2020

The Annual Statutory Meeting and the
Annual Village Meeting have been
cancelled; revised dates will be
published once lockdown is over.

The Parish Council meeting was held via
video conference which proved an
effective medium whilst maintaining
Government guidelines on isolation. We
were grateful for the contributions from
Sarah Osbourne and Rob Banks.

The next Parish Council Meeting will
be on Tuesday 12th May 2020 over
video conference. Log on details will
be published nearer the time

The Village Hall, Sports Pavilion, Tennis
Club, Playpark and Skatepark are all
closed until further notice. Local support
has been fantastic, please continue to
support this action and stay safe.
There
were
no
new
applications this month.

planning

Refuse and recycling collections will
continue but there will be no collection
of bulk items until further notice.

Plumpton & District
Footpath Society

We are taking this opportunity to
improve the sporting facilities at the
playing fields whilst in lockdown.
Contractors will be working on all the
facilities to improve playing surfaces and
drainage. This is an unprecedented
opportunity to carry out this work with
minimum disruption and we look
forward to this work being completed
over the next few months.

For the time being our Walks
Programme is suspended so the
Walks planned for April and most
likely May will not now take place.
Once re-established the monthly
programme of Walks will once again
be advertised in the Parish
Magazine.

The Tennis Club lease was discussed at
length and a new lease is being
prepared for signature by the Parish
Council and the Tennis Club. This new
lease was driven by the UK Power
Networks’ decision to remove the
overhead power cables and re-route
them underground.

Judy (Secretary/Treasurer)
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A clean carpet
isn’t all we
guarantee……

FLORAL ART
Mobile Florist - Wide Delivery Service

NICHOLA MASSINGALE

•

Phone: Plumpton (01273) 891301
Mobile: 07970 462337
. •Weddings • Funerals•

Carpet Cleaning & Repairs,
retufting & reweaving

•
•

Upholstery Cleaning

•Spec ial O cc as ions •
•C ontrac t • D ried•

•

Curtain Dry Cleaning on-site-atthe-window
Carpet Moth Treatment Service

Rupert Thacker

•
•

Rug Cleaning including Wool &
Silk

Fire & Flood Clean-Up Service
Now celebrating 24 years of providing 1st class
service
in Plumpton, Plumpton Green, East Chiltington,
Lewes & Brighton.

Furniture Restoration Services
Including Furniture repairs, Polishing etc. of
Antique, Contemporary, and Reproduction
Furniture
Fletching, E Sussex, TN22 3TQ

Call Paul or Liz on 01273 733339
For a free no-obligation quotation
Or email paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk

Tel : 01825-713111 (Workshop)
Mobile: 07950-035044
Email: sales@rupert-thacker.com
Website: www.rupert-thacker.com

See our website for special offers
www.servicemasterbrighton.co.uk

Robert Symes

The Hairdressers

TREE SURGEON

Sarah And Mandy

East Chiltington
Tel: Plumpton
(01273) 890080

South Road Wivelsfield Green

01444 471224

Free Es mates
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Starflower Arts & Massage
Creative Art Workshops
Collage, Felting, Papermaking etc.
Holistic Massage & Aromatherapy
Home Visits for Women
Sarah Holloway BA(Hons) PGCE MIPTI
E. Chiltington, 07751 986790
www.starflowerarts.weebly.com
www.starflowermassage.weebly.com

A club for unattached
Men and women, aged 50+

Plumpton Pilates

Eating out, quizzes, music,
Walking, golf, theatre,
sport, Arts & holidays

Morning and evening group classes
in Plumpton Village Hall.

Regular club meetings in Brighton & Hove,
Lewes, Mid-Sussex and Horsham
For further information visit our website:

1:1 Pilates at home also available.
Please contact Charis 07881 825007
charispilates@gmail.com

www.thegroup.org.uk

ALLEN UPTON

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
SERVICES

• Member of the Institute of Plumbing • Registered Plumber •
General Plumbing Installa on & Repairs
Free Es mates and Advice

Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477
Email: allenplumit@hotmail.com
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mindful of this and stay off the verges
for the immediate future. On the
embankment by the bridge there has
been laid a green material,which is
called hydro scape and is sprayed onto
the embankment. It is full of plant seeds
and will germinate once wet and will
green over and flower quite quickly.
The Hollycroft field has now been
devolved to the Parish Council and those
of you who live near to the field may
well have noted that the first grass cut
of the year has taken place. Whilst the
contractors did not quite cut as
instructed this time on the next cut they
will ensure that this is rectified.
The planned Beacon lighting on May 8th
to celebrate V.E day will now not go
ahead as planned as it was considered
too difficult to set up whist maintaining
the required social distancing and
therefore people’s safety.
Similarly the parish Party scheduled for
the 4th July will be cancelled although it
may be a possibility later in the year
should that be desired.
Any resident who was wondering what
was happening with regard to the
enquiries into improving the slow
broadband speed in the parish can find
an update both on the Parish’s Facebook
page and website.
Please note that the May edition of the
magazine will not be distributed to
households but is available on the
website.

At the time of writing we are as a
community, similarly to the rest of our
country ,in a state of lockdown due to
Covid 19. Hopefully by the time the
magazine is live we will have benefited
from at least some easing of
restrictions.
Should any resident need help in any
way whilst self isolating there is a
group which has been set up in
Plumpton to assist in practical ways
with matters such as prescription
collection ,shopping , dog walking or
just a chat if you are feeling alone .
The group can be found on Facebook,
Plumpton and East Chiltington
Coronavirus support group or telephone
Gina 07595894425 or Linda
07478524152 who have a team of
volunteers at their disposal.
There will not be an annual parish
meeting this May and no parish council
meeting now until July at the earliest.
The parish council continues to operate
but remotely. All normal council
functions are being carried out by the
clerk from home. e:
clerk@eastchiltington.net
We have all been joining in with the
weekly clap for the NHS and Key
workers and our thoughts and thanks
are with those in our community who
are still risking all on the front line.
The railway works in Novington Lane
are now nearing completion. In the
next few weeks the railway verges on
both sides of road from Pinchers Hill to
Chapel Lane will be repaired . New soil
will be put down and the deep ruts will
be graded out. New plants will also be
seeded. Please could residents be
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Sarah Osborne,
County Councillor

people that need them.We know that
many people are worried about putting
extra pressure on the NHS during the
coronavirus outbreak but if you are
seriously unwell,it is really important that
you seek help.
To hopefully allay fears the local
hospitals have put in place a number of
precautions to keep patients safe.
They have separate streams in the
Emergency Department for possible
Covid-19 patients and non Covid-19
patients, and separate wards for the non
Covid-19 patients to prevent cross
infection.
They have changed the location of some
services so that patients can access them
directly without coming through the main
hospital
More and more of the outpatients
appointments are taking place over the
phone or via video call
They have changed drop in services to
appointment only (such as Xrays, hearing
aids and blood tests)
Members of staff are wearing
appropriate protective equipment to
reduce spread of infection.
EMERGENCY SUPPORT FOR
CHARITIES AND NOT FOR PROFIT
ORGANISATIONS
East Sussex County Council has launched
a £300,000 emergency fund for charities
and not for profit organisations. Here is a
link:
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
community/funding/emergencyfunding/
Funding is also available from the Sussex
Community Foundation’s Sussex Crisis
Fund where organisations can apply for
up to £5,000 to help them respond to
local needs. Here is a link:
https://sussexgiving.org.uk/
named_funds_posts/sussex-crisis-fund/
-07986 776 105
sarahosborne2000@yahoo.co.uk

COMMUNTITY HUB
Rob and I have asked
for the flyer on the
Community Hub to be
included on another page – please
see information enclosed in this
edition of the parish magazine.
DOMESTIC ABUSE
This is a cause for concern at any time
and particularly now as the lockdown
continues. The #YouAreNotAlone
campaign has been launched
nationally by the Home Secretary with
the aim of reassuring domestic abuse
sufferers that support is still available.
There is a 24 hour National Domestic
Abuse helpline number on 0808 2000
247 and all local support services can
be found on Safe:Space Sussex
GUIDANCE FOR CARERS
The Department for Health and Social
Care has published guidance for those
who provide unpaid care to friends or
family. This includes advice on
creating an emergency care plan,
hygiene, caring for someone who is
clinically ‘extremely vulnerable’, the
carer maintaining their own health,
guidance for employees and collecting
prescriptions. It also has a section on
accessing alternative care. This
advises unpaid carers to contact their
local authority or health care providers
if they are unable to organise
alternative care through friends and
family.
NHS:
There is growing evidence showing
that people are ignoring health
concerns and putting off coming into
hospital, even if they need urgent or
emergency help. Our two acute
hospitals are open and are still
providing safe, high quality, urgent
and emergency care services for those

6

Advertise Here !!
Contact
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com

Or
01273 891427

Advertise Here !!
Contact
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com

Or
01273 891427
Tree Surgery ● Hedge Maintenance
Fire Wood
Stump Grinding ● Strimming
Woodland Management Schemes
Experienced ● Insured £5m
Free Quotation
BSc (Enviro Mgt) ● LOLER Inspector
NPTC

Charlie Layﬁeld
Office: 01825 724655
Mobile: 07888 838423
www.treewise.co.uk

Heath Farm
Holiday Cottages
South Road, Plumpton Green
Three 4 star cottages sleeping
two, four and six. Suitable disabled
Minimum 2 night stay
Regret no smoking or pets.

01273 890712
www.heath-farm.com
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P. M BUILDERS
5 School Cottages,
East Chiltington

For all your
building
needs
Tel: 01273- 890964
Mobile 07813 114470
YOUR LOCAL BUILDER

Painter
Decorative Paint Finishes,
Domestic, Business
& Building Trade
Michael Webber
michael.webber6@yahoo.co.uk

01273 890779
07880 558 556
2 School Cottage
East Chiltington
Lewes BN7 3AY

Servicing, Repairs and
MOTs
Campervans
Horseboxes
Trade vans
Cars

Call Martin on
01273 479777
www.rdhcommercials.co.uk

Deadly Serious
Pest Control

James Otway
07702 208475
deadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.com
Odintune Cottage
East Chiltington, Lewes
East Sussex, BN7 3AN

Rob Banks,
Lewes District
Councillor

As District Councillor have been
taking part in "virtual" council
meetings via phone conference
during the Covid-19 lockdown. Here
are some updates:
Waste services
Refuse and recycling collections
currently continuing as normal –
more important than ever when so
many more of us are at home nearly
all the time and as a result putting
more in our bins! Bin crews are
doing their best but bear with them if
you experience any delay. The
District Council are picking up
garden waste but bulky waste
collection is currently suspended.
Support
There’s been a large increase in
number of calls for support to the
District Council. The Lewes District
community hub has been set up,
with thousands of calls answered
and being made. 85% of calls focus
on access to food, and then to
medications (working with the
community pharmacy), and then to
discussing concerns / anxieties.
Emergency food boxes are being
delivered, either to foodbanks or
direct to vulnerable individuals.
Beyond this, a lot of council staff
time is currently taken up with
processing increased claims of
universal credit, housing and council
tax benefit and business rate relief
grant.

However, under current government
rules, some smaller businesses (for
instance most B and Bs) that do not
pay business rates are not eligible,
but lobbying continues with the
government on this issue. Contact
the council if you are facing
problems or concerns with any
issues around council tax, benefit,
rent or business rates and they will
do their best to help.
Lewes District Council’s updated
COVID information page is at https://
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
community/covid-19/. If possible,
make on-line queries due to call
volume, but you can also call 01273
471600.
If you are not getting the help you
need, Lewes District’s “Community
Hub” helpline for vulnerable
residents who do not have local
support is 01273 099956.
I continue to work as a member of
the Plumpton and East Chiltington
Coronavirus support group – so a
BIG “thank you” to everyone helping
out with support, be that shopping
for others, pharmacy visits or just
giving people a call from time to
time.
On other matters, I continue to
report potholes and am pleased to
see the dangerous ones on South
Road near the Plough have now
been repaired. I have reported
others on Plumpton Lane and the
B2116.
You can email me on
robert.banks@lewes.gov.uk or call
07986 755246 and I will do my best
to help.
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Plumpton and East Chiltington Coronavirus Support Group
Stay Safe Stay Home
Thank you to all the lovely folk that
have volunteered to help - what a
wonderful community we have! We
have been overwhelmed with offers so
have not needed to call on all who
volunteered yet and just want to say
that doesn't mean your offer hasn’t
been very much appreciated.

explaining the hub.
We would also suggest the Citizens
Advice, Bureau a great organisation who
can advice on a wide range of issues
The local CAB number is 01273 007557.
There is a facility to leave a message and
they always call people back.

Many people are being helped with
shopping and prescriptions throughout
the parish via the group and also from
the very many neighbours and friends
that have stepped in and helped in an
informal way.

Pharmacy Service
The following provisions have been put
in place to collect prescriptions. If you use
a pharmacy that is elsewhere just give us
a call and someone will collect for you.
Equally if you need something urgently
which does not fit with the days below call
us and we will collect.
It is in the best interests of our
community to try and limit trips out and
about so if you need to collect a
prescription please try and use this
provision.

The support group is here for all sectors
of our community so it doesn’t matter
what it is you may be struggling with
through these weeks please feel free to
call one of us. We can help you if you
are self isolating, are in the vulnerable
group, have lost your income, are
feeling lonely, or feeling anxious or
worried. We are in contact with a whole
range of organisations that can help if
your situation has changed and you are
struggling to cope.

Ditchling Pharmacy Wednesday and
Friday Linda Watson 07478 524152
Newick Pharmacy Monday and Thursday
Gina Hawthorne Please use Facebook to
send a private message or text to 07595
894425 by midday.
Lewes Pharmacies - any of them.
Wednesday. Greg and Lesley Hall 07771
840118 please contact this number or use
Facebook to send a private message to
Lesley by 2pm
Burgess Hill Pharmacies - any of them.
Wednesday. Please contact Meg Cutts
07807 766316 by 2pm.

We are happy to help with shopping,
prescription collections (see below),
food parcels, and advice.
Either
email Covid19@geniuswithin.co.uk or
try:
Gina 07595 894425
Rob 07986 755246
Linda (Good Neighbours Scheme) 07478
524152

If you would like a prescription collected
you will need to provide the appropriate
volunteer with the name and address for
whom the prescription is for.
We do not need to know what drugs
are being collected. Your
prescriptions will be left on your
doorstep. Please dispose of outer
wrapping and then wash your hands.

OTHER PLACES TO GET HELP
Lewes District Council have set up a
community hub which offers help for
those with no support, vulnerable or on
the NHS shielded list and can be
contacted on 01273 099956. There are
some notices up and about in the village
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HOME CHARLES CARS

Problems with computer
or digital devices

Plumpton Based

Call James
07894 454037

Private Hire Taxi Company

or email: spiller.james@gmail.com

• AIRPORT TRANSFER SERVICE

Also qualified PAT tester, lives in Plumpton

• PRESTIGE VEHICLES
• COMPETITIVE TAXI PRICES

,

• CORPORATE ACCOUNTS
• CREDIT CARDS WELCOME
• SALOONS AND ESTATES

● Small local classes (max 4)
● From £10 pp per hour

• PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE DRIVERS

● Beginners, 1-2-1, conversation.

077 344 89222

CIAO BOLOGNA!
Short study trip to Italy, by arrangement

homecharles@btinternet.com
Guy Sumners

email: seegreen@waitrose.com

Zumba with Lucy
runs every Wednesday 7– 7.45pm
at Plumpton Scout HQ
First class is £3 then £5 PAYG.

Craniosacral therapy and
Rolfing® Structural integration in
Plumpton Green.
For more information see
www.cranioandrolfing.co.uk
or call Sarah on 07817 694624
sarah@cranioandrolfing.co.uk

A fun, energetic dance class
suitable for everybody.
Contact: zumba_lucy@outlook.com

LEARN HOW TO SHOOT A
BOW
Plumpton Bowmen hold
Beginners’ Courses twice a
year in April and October on the
Playing Field.

Alexander Technique
can help to naturally overcome:
•
•
•
•
•

Back, neck and joint pain
Muscle tension and stiffness
Poor posture
Breathing and vocal problems
Anxiety and stress-related conditions

We hold Have-A-Go sessions
the 3rd Sunday of the month
from April to August from 11 –
12.30pm.
For further information see:
www.plumpton-bowmen.org.uk

One to one lessons tailored to your needs
For more information contact:
Caroline Canner MSTAT
01273 891174 07754147380
caroline.canner@gmail.com
Alexandertechnique.co.uk
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH LYCH-GATE
REDEDICATION 29 MARCH 2020
100 years ago, a peace memorial was erected in our Village to give thanks for the
peace from the end of World War 1 hostilities to the eventual signing of the Treaty of
Versailles which ended WW1 in June 1919. Rector Revd Teesdale W Cockell and
Elizabeth Blackman commissioned a new Lych-Gate at All Saints Church in memory of
her husband Richard Blackman, who ran Plumpton Nursery. He died from Spanish Flu
at the end of the War. As part of the World War 1 centenary commemorations
Richard Wells and Lee Stevens, researched this peace memorial with the help of
Richard Blackman’s Grandson, Brian Honess The stone inscription can be seen on
the inside of the North Wall and the carved lettering to RJ Blackman on the roof
beams.

Concerns were raised by Richard Wells in 2017 on the condition of the Lych-Gate.
Following a structural engineer report which confirmed the Lych-Gate was in danger
of falling down; given the South Wall was leaning and the wooden structure rotten in
places, the Church and the Parish Council worked together, to restore this peace
memorial.

Over 18 months later, and with the support of the Church, the Parish Council, the
Blackman family descendants and the War Memorials Trust, the restoration of the
Lych-Gate has finally been completed. Work started early November with the footings
being blessed at the November Service of Remembrance. Special thanks go to the
contractors Jon Tilley and his team from TE Tilley Ltd in Brighton, Russell StirlingJones and his team from Sussex Oak Structures Ltd in Horsham and Tim Wells from
the Church Architects John D Clarke in Eastbourne. The work was undertaken during
a very wet Winter and completed in February. The total cost was £12,300.

122

Pictures through the restoration culminating with
the completion meeting in February 2020

On 29 March 2020 a closed ceremony took
place including a rededication by our Rector
Revd Godfrey Broster as his last blessing
before his retirement. Overseen by Nick
Beaumont, Chair of the Parish Council making
up the allowed gathering of two people. Revd
Godfrey Broster was wished a long and happy
retirement.

A big thank you to Rector Revd Godfrey Broster, Howard Wood, Jean Eagle, David
Dawson, Nick Beaumont, Catherine Jackson, Anita Emery, Richard Wells and Lee
Stevens. This was achieved through a sizeable grant of £8,410 under the Grant for
War Memorials Scheme from the War Memorials Trust and Historic England. The
remaining amount was made up from kind donations including funds in memory of
Richard Blackman’s Grandchildren Brian Honess and Elizabeth Hawkins (who played
the Church organ when she lived in the Village in the 1940’s) and the Village's own
roving reporter/Past Chair of the Parish Council Reg Stone, for whom the Village was
so special.
Once the Coronavirus is behind us, a larger ceremony will take place and the plaque
put up alongside the Lych-Gate. This was a real team effort and hopefully the LychGate will stand proud in our village for another 100 years, so we may remember the
200 plus soldiers from Plumpton & East Chiltington who served in the war, 40 of
which gave their lives. World War 1 - Lest we forget.
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Stuart & Roger Moulds
Trading As South East Roofing Contractors
A family run roofing company with over 50
years’ experience.
Full insurance cover.
Qualified staff trained in flat, single ply, cold
application systems.
Slating & Tiling, leadwork, chimneys.
Contact Stuart on 07786837406 or 01323 811887
Email: info@southeastroofingcontractors.co.uk

Finally, a B&B in the heart of
Plumpton Green And an ideal solu?on for impending guests and no spare
room! A separate annex away from the
main house that comfortably sleeps up to 4
people.
Contact 07776 418724 for more info or
www.edgingtoncoBage.co.uk

MARK WATTS DRAINAGE
Sep c Tank Problems…?
Blocked soakaway?
Drains backing up?
Obnoxious smells?
Sep c Tank Conversions
Treatment Plant Installa ons
Servicing of Treatment PlantsMARK WATTS DRAINAGE
01273 812 331 – 07990 553 747
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RUDE MECHANICAL THEATRE CO
CANCELLATION OF THE 2020 SUMMER
TOUR OF THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND

The Rude Mechanical Theatre Co has taken the difficult decision to cancel this year’s
new production of ‘Little Lily Harley’, which is based on the life of Charlie Chaplin.
The current advice on social distancing to combat the Coronavirus, means that
rehearsing the play would be impossible and gathering even a small number of
people together, at least two metres apart, for a show would be impractical.
The team plan to be back in Plumpton in July 2021, so you can see this performance
and find out what role Little Lily Harley played in Charlie Chaplin’s life. It is
guaranteed to make you cry, but it will make you howl with laughter too. It’s all
about hope & triumph over adversity – something we all need at the moment!
Should you have any queries please contact Lee Stevens on 07887 562721 in the
first instance.
www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk

Plumpton Station Partnership
During the current coronavirus crisis, all garden centres are closed indefinitely (as
we go to print ) and it is unlikely we would be able to obtain plants to plant up
our summer bedding at the station. Also, it would impact on attracting sponsors for
our planters, particularly as footfall at the station is vastly reduced.
There are many fine gardeners in Plumpton who may have a small surplus of
plants.
Subsequently, we are appealing to all residents in Plumpton for plant donations
that we can use to provide a floral display throughout the summer.
The plants need to be healthy and of a size appropriate to our planters.
If anyone wants to purchase a plant from the local supermarket to donate, that is
also fine.
We appreciate that this may mean our displays may be 'more random' than usual
but will represent a real communal effort .
These are very difficult times we find ourselves in and we know many of you are
already expressing a real sense of community in many ways.
Although passenger footfall is vastly reduced at the stay, many of you are including
it on your 'daily exercise'.
Any help will be much appreciated.
Please contact: David Richards
Tel : 01273 890267
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Church News
Sadly, following a ruling by the
Archbishops, our three churches are
locked until further notice.
However, both Village Communities
can be assured that all of you
(together with our recently retired
long-serving Rector, Godfrey Broster
& family) are in our prayers and
thoughts.
For any kind of help or information
please contact a Church warden:
Howard Wood

07794 484373

Amanda Inglis

07941 241148

David Dawson

01273 890134

With heartening, not to say inspirational interludes, much of the current news is
necessarily grim, and (mostly) we cannot fall back on the old adage - ‘you can’t
believe everything you read in the paper’. Sometimes, of course, we have to,
although would much rather not.
So against all ’received wisdom’ of what to write in a church column of a parish
mag. I’ll try and lighten our mood a little, and tell you a cricket tale which illustrates
the point. After all, cricketers especially may need some cheering up just now.
Here it is It was a 1950s County Cricket match, and one of the great northern sides was
playing at the Surrey Oval. At the end of the first day they had amassed a huge
score, but there was no declaration as a leading batsman was poised to become
their third centurion of the innings.
Straightaway the following morning, however, the declaration came - but not for
the expected reason - on 99 he was given out lbw (leg before wicket) first ball. The
long march back to the pavilion took him past the ’offending’ official. ‘That were
niver owt, umpire’, he growled. The former simply looked up and said quietly, ’Read
the Evening Standard, lad, read the Evening Standard’. And sure enough, a mid
afternoon edition, eagerly perused by hundreds, would print the lunchtime
scoreboard.
Go safe, God Bless

David Dawson
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VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR

VH = Village Hall
StM = St Michael’s
ECC = East Chiltington Church

HQ = Scout HQ
ANX = Church Annex
Sch = Plumpton School

TC = Tennis Club
PAV = Pavilion
ALC= All Saints Church

May 2020
Due to COVID—19 the Village Hall and the Pavilion are closed.
19th July - St. Peter & St. James Open Gardens
1st August - Horticultural Society Summer Show 2pm

VH

12th September - Plumptonfest

VH

19th September - Horticultural Society Autumn Show 2pm

VH

3rd October - Apple Fair

VH

BOOKINGS
Village Hall & Pavilion:

Jane Donovan 07747 050903 or 01273 891036

COPY DEADLINES
16th May for June
15th June for July
Copy to The Poplars, Station Road
or email: pecncopy@gmail.com or Telephone: 01273 891 427
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Lewes District Citizens Advice
15 – 19 Chapel Street

Southover House

37 Church Street

Newhaven

Lewes

Seaford

BN9 9PN

BN7 1AB

BN25 1HG

@Lewescab1
www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk
Contact : Jackie Wilkes 01273 007556

Lewes District Ci2zens Advice announces emergency changes to
services
Lewes District Citizens Advice has announced that face-to-face advice services in all
their offices have been suspended for the foreseeable future.
People who have already booked appointments should not attend and should call
01273 007557
There are a number of ways people can continue to get advice during this time.
General advice will be given via our Adviceline which people can reach by calling
03444 111 444. This is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Email advice is available via www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
Chat online to an advisor by visiting our website at citizensadvice.org.uk/contactus.
Advice on consumer issues (e.g. issues related to products or services) can contact the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133 or chat online
to an advisor on our website.
To make a new claim for Universal Credit call the Universal Credit Help to Claim
line on 0800 1448444.
Waiting times for these services may be longer than usual as we adapt to our new
patterns of working.
Jackie Wilkes, Chief Officer of Lewes District Citizens Advice, said:
“Citizens Advice is here to give people the knowledge and confidence they need to
find their way forward in these difficult times. You can find frequently updated advice
on a range of issues related to the Coronavirus outbreak at citizensadvice.org.uk/
coronavirus.
We offer advice over the telephone and via email. People looking for advice can go
online to www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk”
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Bird Watch
During these strange times
when our normal outdoor
activities have been curtailed, many have
more opportunity to study all wildlife
close to home. Even if we can’t go out if
we are fortunate enough to have a
garden, we can record the birds we see
using the feeders or overflying the
airspace. Sometime unexpected birds
appear as was the Marsh Harrier
reported flying over Plumpton Green.
This would certainly be a migrating bird
returning to Britain. Once, one of the
rarest birds in the country, confined to
dense reedbeds In East Anglia as a
summer visitor, with the establishment of
suitable habitats, they are now found all
year round and in places like Rye
Harbour and Dungeness, and have
established secure breeding populations.
From the window, rather like
being in a hide, birds go about the daily
routines unaware that they are being
watched. Nest sites can be discovered in
unusual places. Blue Tits are busy in the
cavity in the flint wall, purposely made
when it was built well over a hundred
years ago. I imagine it would have
pleased the long-deceased builders to
know their thoughtfulness all those years
ago is still valuable. Another pair of Blue
Tits often use a very unusual site. On the
house next door is a weather vein in the
form of a large fish with an open mouth.
It is very amusing to watch them as they
emerge when feeding the young as it
looks as if the fish is spitting them out.
Of course, as the wind blows, their front
door is often facing a different direction,
but they don’t seem to be confused.
A male Pheasant has established a
territory in my garden along with his six
hens. Fortunately, they haven’t dust
bathed in my vegetables. Earlier in the
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year we had a bonfire and they enjoy
rolling about in the ashes. One of the
hens keeps disappearing behind my
greenhouse where there is a patch of
nettle and brambles, so I expect her nest
site is there.
Some people who are not under
house arrest, walk the same route daily
and as the season progresses, new
species found and recorded as they
arrive. If this has been done in previous
years, comparisons can be made as to
the numbers of birds and the dates on
which they arrive. This is all useful
information can give the true picture on
the changing populations of wildlife and
the changes in the climate. Amateur
observations like these, from “citizen
scientists” when reported to the British
Trust for Ornithology will be summarised
across the various regions of the country
and kept for future reference.
With less disturbance from
human activity, perhaps a bumper
breeding season may be anticipated but
this of course will depend on the weather
and suitable food supply.
R.J.L.

PLUM TREE PLANTING CEREMONY
21 MARCH 2020
The family of Gilbert Upton attended a closed ceremony, before the lock down, to
replant a plum tree on the Village Green. Gilbert, together with Audrey Lorkin,
planted the original plum tree back in June 2012 for the Queens Diamond Jubilee.
The new tree was blessed by our Rector, Father Godfrey Broster, before his
retirement.
Whilst the Coronavirus outbreak did not allow it to be an open ceremony, Villagers
may now welcome the new tree to our Village Green. It has been planted between
the bridge and the bandstand and it already looks at home. Hopefully, this tree will
become strong and healthy and will bear fruit in years to come.

Mark the Date of 3 October in your diaries
for An Apple Fair on Plumpton Village Green
At the time of writing this article, it is considered very unlikely that
we will be able to hold our planned Strawberry Fair on 27 June due to the
Coronavirus and Mass Gathering restrictions.
A new Village Society has been formed and it is still the intention to hold a Fair
this year with the support of a small grant from the Parish Council. Our
Community will need some fun once the Government restrictions have been lifted
and we hope this will be by the Autumn.
So, the Strawberry Fair has turned into an Apple Fair on 3 October.
Please contact Lee Stevens on 07887 562721 if you have any queries or would
like to become involved. More details will follow once the timing becomes clearer.

20

NE E D AN E L ECT R IC I AN !
KJB Electrical Ltd
Your reliable local electrician at a sensible price.
We are…. ‘Part P’ compliant with Elecsa; Fully insured and
guaranteed.
We can… Install additional sockets and lighting; Rewire your
home or office; Run power to your garage; Install external
lighting and security; Undertake all electrical installation repairs;
Install earth bonding; Carry out portable appliance testing
(PAT); Provide free safety checks.
Based locally in Wivelsfield Green, so call Ken today on
07766455378 for a free no obligation quote Or E-mail
kjbelectrical@uwclub.net

John Church electrician
Professional, Courteous

Local Electrician
For all your electrical needs
Fully Qualified - Part P Registered
All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured

Call John
01273 900251
info@johnchurchelectrician.co.uk

Window Cleaning
J&B Services

-

Conservatory and roof
Fascia
Gutters clearing
Cladding
Solar panels
Patio Jet washing etc.

Betty: 07941 899324
Jerry: 07941 899754
email: info@jandbcleaning.co.uk
website: jandbcleaning.co.uk
Facebook: J&B Cleaning Services
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woodstock construction
For all your building needs
*
*
*
*
*

Steve Dartnell

Extensions
Roofing
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Tiling and Decorating

25 years experience
Fully Insured
We pride ourselves
on
quality workmanship

Call David for advice and estimate
Phone:- Mobile: 07961 123054
Home: 01273 891572
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Plumpton & East
Chiltington Wildlife
Wildlife during Lockdown
I am sure that many of us lucky enough
to live in this beautiful part of the world
are currently finding great solace from
the nature around us. In these
extraordinary times, we thought we
would temporarily change the format of
this article to record some personal
reflections from some Wildlife Group
‘activists.’

far. These include the native trees and
shrubs, the ‘weeds’ and the species we
have sown or planted to enhance the
garden for wildlife. So this lockdown time
has meant I have taken a much closer
look at my own very local environment,
appreciating what we have and how
important it is to ensure that the garden
is as biodiverse as possible.
Jacqui Hutson

At this time of year I am usually actively
involved in surveys - of plants for the
Sussex Botanical Recording Society, of
mosses and liverworts for the mapping
Sussex Bryophytes project and for
meadows and gills in the River Ouse
catchment. Also my regular Monday
morning volunteering at Markstakes
Common. With all these cancelled what
else could I do to satisfy my longing for
immersing myself in nature? First I
decided to do a survey of the mosses
and liverworts in my garden - and found
a total of 26 species, including one I
had never seen before. It is only 2 mm
high so is probably under-recorded. In
the process I also found a tiny 2-mm
diameter, bright orange eyelash fungus,
whose exact identity has yet to be
confirmed. A blog about that exercise
aroused interest among the bryologists
of the county and further afield and
now others have conducted their own
garden moss surveys. And then I found
about the Garden Wildflower Hunt
launched this spring by the Botanical
Society of the British Isles so I had a
much closer look at the garden than
usual. The project wants to find out
how good our gardens are for native
plants - wild flowers, trees and ferns and the online recording system allows
you to enter the species you have, plus
other details. I have listed 54 species so

I am an active participant in many of the
knowledge-based ‘citizen science’
initiatives that are encouraging us to
record wildlife whilst we're at home
under the Covid-19 restrictions, but I am
also interested in the idea that fostering
an emotional connection with nature can
help us stay positive in these strange and
sometimes anxious times. Thus, going
for a daily walk in nature and reflecting
on how it makes me feel, rather than
just what I saw, is good for my mental
well-being. Writing things down later
helps to reinforce the benefits. I try to
jot down three nature/wildlife
experiences every day. The feeling of joy
watching lambs in the sunshine stays
with me even as the TV news gets more
worrying. The bluebell woods are as
lovely as ever. A pair of buzzards are
calling above my garden. Nature is doing
its thing, the same as every other year
and my over-riding feeling is one of
hope.
Kate Gold
More from Plumpton and East Chiltington
Wildlife on page 31
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N & B LANDSCAPES
NICK MANVILLE
Builder
66 High Street, Lewes
01273 069006 or 07912 935889
Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk
Living locally in the East Chiltington/Plumpton
area.
Competitive rates for locals
Estate Agent and Chartered Surveyor

No job too small
07769 578991
Spike70_2@live.com

ELECTRICIAN
DEAN FERGUSON
YOUR LOCAL CHAILEY BASED

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Registered with NAPIT to certify to part P
No job too big, no job too small (labour VAT Free)

Tel: 01825 723661
MOB: 07754000147
Email: deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk

Plough Inn
A friendly family pub, open all day everyday
from noon. Quality meals made from locally
sourced produce, served daily in a friendly
relaxing atmosphere.
We pride ourselves on our cask marque real
ales.
Rooms available for functions & our beautiful
meadow is available for camping.
Always a warm welcome.
Call Nicole on : 01273 890311
theploughinnatplumptongreen@hotmail.co.uk

25

PAY LESS TAX
Formerly with the world’s largest accountancy firm
for many years, I am now available
freelance, to deal with all tax/accountancy
matters, at a fraction of company rates.
Ring for a free meeting.

LAWRENCE FLOWERS
School House
Plumpton Green, Lewes BN7 3DP
Tel: 01273 891505

Email lawrie8f@aol.com

honeybees
PRESCHOOL
Community run Preschool
in the heart of Plumpton Green
Ages from 2 to 5
Flexible hours available between
8am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Now offering 30 hours funded childcare
OFSTED rated ‘GOOD’
The Pavilion, King George V Playing Field,
Plumpton Green, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 3PD
Email hello@honeybeespreschool.co.uk
or phone 01273 890885
Find out more at www.honeybeespreschool.co.uk
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Footpath
Detective’s
Diary:
A Footpath Detective’s Diary
May 2020
Is this the last day of freedom?
On 20 March we knew it was likely that our
activities were about to be restricted in the
attempt to reduce the rates of infection of the
Corona virus. I had heard from friends in Italy
that they were not allowed out of their homes
except for once a week to get essential food and
medicines so I feared something similar for the
UK. I took the opportunity for a little run from
Itford Farm near Southease Station. Something
short and flat was the intention.
I went west on the South Downs Way (SDW) and
crossed the railway by the station and then the
river. At this point there are paths on both sides
of the river but no other crossing point other than
at Newhaven or Lewes. I opted to head south on
the west bank. I was pleasantly surprised to find
that it had dried enough in the wind to make for
a nice run on the grass. The benefit of the west
side is that the surfaced Egret’s Way is also an
option if the river bank is too muddy.
The wind was very cold and no one was about so
it was just me and the sheep with their new
lambs. The tide was low and the wading birds
were feeding in the mud. I enjoyed the lovely
views of the South Downs either side. As I
approached Piddinghoe my path ran out. A few
dwellings with waterside gardens have not let the
public footpath continue and so it heads to the
road. Across the road (the C7) I saw what I
thought was a track running parallel and towards
Piddinghoe. I followed that optimistically but
within a few hundred metres came to a gate with
a clear sign saying PRIVATE so back I went.
There was a bridleway heading up a track, up
being the key word. I’d hoped to stay on the flat.
Once it started up I knew this would be a
Downland romp. I was never very confident that
I was actually on the correct path but there was
no one around so on I went. I passed a few
dwellings on my left and then I was passing
through a farm yard. Having looked on a satellite
view I think the real path is a little to the south
so if your following this check any signage
carefully to get the correct one.
Up further onto some rather baron fields with a
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little copse to my left. I was wondering where
next when I spotted a blue bridleway arrow on
a gate and headed for it. Through the gate and
beyond the hedge were some more dwellings
and I was back on a track called The Lookout.
Once I had passed the dwellings I got rather
too anxious to turn right. It would be more
sensible to continue straight ahead which with
the benefit of a map I can see would have
brought me to The Church in Telscombe village
dedicated to St Laurence. This is a building
constructed of flint and dates from about the
11th Century. It has a tiled roof and its tower
has a tiled pointed cap too. If you followed the
track to the Church you would come to the
centre of this small village where a right turn
takes you onto Gorham’s Lane. I had missed
this bit and had been lured onto a tiny path on
my right that soon descended very steeply
through some scrubby woodland.
At the bottom of the steep descent were a few
little paths and I took the one straight ahead
only because there were some shoe prints in
the mud. The path climbed and wiggled in and
out of blackthorn bushes. Brambles had
already started to grow across this narrow
route demanding I hop and jump as well as
run. I wondered what our footpaths would look
like or if we’d even find them again if we
suffered a lockdown for 12 or more weeks. Oh
how wrong I was. I never envisaged lockdown
UK style where everyone is encouraged to walk
once a day. I so hope that all those that have
rediscovered the pleasure of a daily walk will
continue with the practice.
Finally my uncharted path brought me to
Gorham’s Lane and a gravity assisted stride
down to the C7 and on to Southease. I was
back on the SDW and heading east to pass St
Peter’s Church. It is one of only three churches
in Sussex with a round tower and sits next to a
village green, a very picturesque setting. A
church has been on this site since 966 and the
current building dates from the 11th Century.
The walls are of flint construction and it has a
tiled roof. Of interest to walkers and runners is
that there is a drinking water tap on the
perimeter wall of the churchyard.
Continuing east on the SDW I crossed the river
bridge and then the railway back to Itford
Farm where there is a café in the YHA. As I
returned home I heard on the radio that all
pubs and cafes were to close that evening to
help control the infection rate, a sad day
indeed and with many more to come. EJH

Memories of the Paper Shed
During the late 1950’s, 60’s until around 1974 most of us had our daily newspapers
delivered; there were no papers available in either of our local shops in those days.
A business of delivering papers was set up by my late Father and Mother, Bill and
Grace Cornford who lived in what was then 14 Southdowns (before the bungalows
were built) Dad was not “officially” allowed to run a business from a Council house
address and as the demand for deliveries grew they needed to find somewhere to
continue and develop the round.
Previously Dad had been using a trade’s bike to cycle and deliver around the village
but when a shed became available on the corner of Riddens Lane this became the
base from where they could sort papers into rounds for the first village paper boys to
deliver papers 6 days a week. In later years girls would also join the team with
mostly Sunday rounds for them giving the boys a day off from the earlier starts
needed weekdays before school.
Early starts for Mum and Dad were essential as the number of village residents
commuting was growing and they all required their daily paper before catching the
train to work.
Dad would spend best part of the morning making deliveries before turning to his
love of gardening in the afternoons, after the early start of sorting rounds Mum
would return to being a full time Mother and housewife raising 3 sons and a
daughter. Dad also liked his racing and would work on the racecourse each raceday
afternoon, in turn both my brothers and I worked full time albeit at different spells
for the racecourse.
Being a family business, like my two older brothers before me I eventually had my
own paper round, starting when I was 13 earning 15 bob (shillings) a week. I would
be fibbing if I said it was always good fun but ignoring the bad weather and
occasions when the bag was heavier with magazines etc, the discipline establishing a
routine with early starts etc was probably good for me.
Sadly Dad passed away in 1967 and Mum being the trouper she was kept the
business going until health and age dictated otherwise.
I would be interested to hear from others of their memories of the shed or being
one of the paper boys and girls all those years ago.
Mark Cornford

NEWICK COUNTRY MARKET
Every Friday 10 am to 11 am
Newick Village Hall

We are very grateful to all our customers for their support and look forward to
re-opening as soon as conditions allow.
The market is keeping everyone posted on Newick Talk and will spread any news on
there as well.
Further information 01825 722907
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ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES

Kelvin Speirs
Fyndings, Station Road
Plumpton Green
Lewes BN7 3BX
Tel: 01273 890785
Email: kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com

Plumpton Property
Maintenance Services
A. CHRISTIE

Advertise Here !!
Contact
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com

Decorating, Tiling, Guttering, Carpentry,
Kitchens and Worktops, Bathrooms, etc.
01273 890346 -

Or
Phone
01273 891427

a.christie@btinternet.com
12 Southdowns, Plumpton Green. BN7 3EB

GUMTREE 4x4 Ltd
01444 241457
4 x 4 Division
Unit 18
Ditchling Common
Industrial Estate

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Traditional & Power Sweeping
Tel. 01273 858568 Mob.07889 485832
Fully insured
Friendly & Reliable

MOT testing, servicing and repairs.
Recovery, collection and delivery service available.
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MPS Electrics
For all your electrical needs
Local Electrician
Fully qualified/insured

Contact Marcus on

EASTWOOD HEATING &
PLUMBING LTD

Tel: 01273 891544
Mob:07546505447
email: mpselectrics@gmail.com

Tel: 01273 890526 Mob: 07876 294262

Email: ehpltd@googlemail.com
All Gas work undertaken including repairs
and maintenance.
Bathroom refits, Central Heating, Power
flushing and general plumbing.
Gas Safe Registered Installer, Associate Member
Chartered Institute of Plumbing & Heating

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Patios, Walling, Tiling, Decorating,
Plumbing,
Bathroom and Kitchen Fitting

Get Those DIY Jobs Finished,
Professional, Friendly, Local Service,
Call For a Free Estimate
Contact: Keith 01273 842093
Mob: 07763 811516

30

Plumpton and East
Chiltington Wildlife

Chailey Commons
Society

The Covid-19 restrictions have
coincided with a very rapid change in
the weather and ground conditions
from cold and waterlogged to warm
and dry plus a truly extraordinary
period of general peace and quiet in
town and countryside.Wildlife, for a
change, has a chance to wander
about foraging for food without the
usual hustle and bustle of human
disturbance. Spare a thought though,
for those creatures that actually thrive
off the food we regularly throw away:
foxes and seagulls for example….also
rats. An effect of lockdown has been
the closure of high street food
takeaway and restaurant outlets,
leading to little or no food for the
resident scavenging rodent
population. Bird lovers have also
reduced the amount of sunflower
hearts, peanuts and fat balls they are
putting out due to the warmer
weather or difficulty in buying
supplies. On top of this there was
unprecedented stashing of an
additional £1billion-worth of food in
our larders, understair cupboards and
garages. Where has all the pasta
gone! Rats also require water and as
everywhere has dried out so quickly
they are attracted to garden ponds
and flower pot saucers. They
particularly like eating snails and will
also eat such diverse creatures as
worms and frogs. As we are quite
likely to be staring out of our windows
more than usual at the moment it is
perhaps unsurprising that rodent
sightings are on the increase. And as
for a welcome sign of approaching
summer - and hope - I saw a swallow
up on Plumpton Plain on the morning
of 6th April.
James Otway
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We are still in lockdown mode at the
moment and the Society’s meetings and
gatherings are still cancelled for the time
being.
The dramatic change in the weather from
the winter rains to the warm spring
sunshine has changed the ground from
sludge to concrete like conditions and
boots are not needed for walking. The
rise in the temperature and the warmth of
the direct sun prompted the start of the
spring display of the flowers and trees.
This has been such a reward to see in the
exit from winter. The commons have been
clothed in a golden yellow with the gorse
flowering strongly and the wild daffodils,
primroses and carpets of celandines
complementing the scene. The white of
the wood anemones adds to the spring
display, and the soft blue of the bluebells
completes the picture.
The trees have been doing their part too
and the delicate greens of the birch and
oak leaves are giving the landscape that
beautiful green hue, replacing the browns
of the sleeping branches. Catkins on the
birch trees and the hazel and hornbeam
add that bit of extra show to the display.
Now that the air is cleaner from lack of
pollution and fresh from the spring winds,
the birds have been on fine form, with the
Chiffchaffs singing loudly and the wrens
overtopping their minimal size with a high
-volume song. Blackbirds sing early and
late extending the chorus.
From commons to gardens the springtime
is lovely and leads us into the next
season.
For further information, visit our website
– www.chaileycommons.org.uk or our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
chaileycommons/
William Coleman
01444 831098
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Societies
Clubs
Groups

For changes or new
entries:
phone:
01273 891427
Email:
pecncopy@gmail.com

Baby & Toddler Group
British Legion
Brownies
Chailey Commons Society
Cricket Club
Dance Classes for Children
Flower Club
Football Club
Footpath Society
Guides
Happy Circle
Haywards Heath Town
Ladies Football Club
Honeybees Preschool
Horticultural Society
Hospice Support Group
Junior Football
Oil Buying Group
Pantomime Society
Plumpton Activity Scheme
Plumpton Bowmen
Plumpton Camera Club
Plumpton & East Chiltington
Good Neighbours
Plumpton Rude Mechanical
Theatre Co. Friends
Plumpton Short Mat Bowls
Plumpton Tennis Club
Plumpton YouthSpace
PPTFA
Rainbows
Rugby Club
Scouts
Southdown East Pony Club
Stoolball Club
Turning Pointe Dance Classes
Wildlife Group

Charlotte
Reg Lanaway
girlguiding.org.uk
William Coleman
Kelvin Speirs
Carol Grant
Gill Wells
Ian Earl
Judy Lawrenson
girlguiding.org.uk
Cherie Winchester

01273 891086
890070
01444 831923
890785
01444 243592
890561
891099
01273 472277
891592

Peter Hickman

01444 257822
890885
Ken Beard
890572
Reg Lanaway
890070
Darryl Bailey
07792 686673
Diane Marks
07929 336065
Duncan Taylor-Jones 01273 649259
Pat Duffy
07717 285871
Andrew Holdsworth
890001
Tim Honess
01273 890582
Cindy Penny
891273
Lee Stevens

07887 562721

Malcolm Beard
890826
Gareth Prosser
07801 869316
plumptonyouthspace@aol.co.uk
Marie Leviston
891497
girlguiding.org.uk
Mike Allen
890076
Rodney Hill
890410
Mike Nichols
01444 452295
Jo Taylor
890450
office.turningpointe@gmail.com
David Philips
07768 886358
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Plumpton & East Chiltington
News

If you are involved in local societies,
community groups and events and you
would like to write a short article about
your activities we would love to hear
from you.
Email: PECNCOPY @ gmail.com

