
Mrs J.Toomey,  Clerk to East Chiltington Parish Council
Bowling Green, Chiltington Lane, East Chiltington BN7 3QU, East Sussex Tel: 01273 890621   

www.eastchiltington.net       email: clerk@eastchiltington.net

DRAFT minutes of the meeting of EAST CHILTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held under distancing guidelines on 25th June 2020 at 10.00am in the Rotunda, Hollycroft

Present: Cllr.M.Symes, chair Apologies:   Cllr.R.Nurse 
Cllr.C.Funnell,vice chair  Cllr. M.Durham  
Cllr. P.David        Cllr.M.Elms
Cllr.M.Goodenough     LDC Cllr.Rob Banks.

    
In attendance: Mrs J.Toomey - Clerk  to the Council.     

 Action 
6/20/01 Any  apologies for absence – As above   Cllr.Banks had sent a report (attached)

6/20/02 Any questions from the public
None

6/20/03 Declaration of interest on any of the agenda items and update of interests.
None

6/20/04 Minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2020 were agreed and signed

6/20/05
6/20/5.1

6/20/5.2

Matters arising from last meeting 
Min.no. 3.20.10 - ESCC have inspected the track through North Barnes Farm and report – 
S.D. (Capital Program Manger for surfacing) has recorded that the concrete has multiple 
cracks along most of its length and in places it is breaking up badly. Although it had dried up 
by the time of the inspection, it’s obvious that when covered with surface water the edges and 
potholes would be hazardous. As the farmer, or one of his predecessors, will have laid the 
concrete then it’s S’s view that it’s his responsibility to repair it.  ESCC might well offer a 
contribution, usually around 10%.. ESCC will write to landowner and tenant.

Min.No.3.20.11 – Cllr.David reported  that a resident had kindly spread soil and grass seed on
the damaged area. Cllr.David has erected some posts and tape to prevent parking and further 
damage. Council agreed that wooden posts should be installed to protect the area in the future.
Cllr.David will speak to the nearby neighbours and to the resident who uses the area for 
parking.

Cllr.David

6.20.6
6.20.6.1

6.20.6.2
6.20.6.3

6.20.6.4
6.20.6.5
6.20.6.6

Financial matters
Council approved payment of the following invoices:
Cheque No: 101043  Clerk salary/expenses March
Cheque No: 101044  £150.00  Countrymans contractors. Mow Hollycroft
Cheque No: 101045  £146.58 SALC/NALC subscription
Cheque No: 101046  Clerk salary/expenses April
Cheque No: 101047  £234.08  Insurance
Cheque No: 101048  £51.00  Sussex signs – sign for playground
Cheque No: 101049  Clerk salary/expenses May
Cheque No: 101050  £150.00  Countrymans contractors. Mow Hollycroft
Cheque No: 101051  £110.00  S.R.Brentnall. Internal Audit fee
Cheque No: 101052  Clerk salary/expenses May
Council noted the current financial situation
Council declared that East Chiltington parish council is an exempt authority within the 
definition contained in the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015
Council considered the findings of the internal audit review 
Council approved the Annual Governance Statement 
Council considered the Accounting Statements and to approve the Accounting Statements 
 Council ensured the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the chair
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6.20.6.7
6.20.6.8

Council noted that the accounts and accounting records will be available for public inspection
between the 1st September and the 31st September 2020.

6.20.7
6.20.7.1

6.20.7.2

Planning Matters:(P&E committee: Chair, Cllr.Nurse, Cllr.Durham)
Current applications:
LW/20/0046 Homewoodgate Farmhouse, Homewoodgate Farm, Novington Lane - Repaint 
exterior woodwork on windows and repair rotting sections of existing frame. No objection
SDNP/20/01009/CND Birchington Farm Novington Lane East Chiltington - Application for 
variation of conditions 3 (landscaping), 6 (parking) and 11 (drainage) of conditionally 
approved application  SDNP/17/05004/FUL – no comment made
SDNP/20/01411/HOUS Denes , Novington Lane, East Chiltington -Remodelling of existing 
dwelling  including demolition and extensions – no objection
Council noted decisions made by LDC and SDNP:
SDNP/19/06100/HOUS Kemps Cottage Novington Lane -Demolition of a lean-to boot room 
structure and the development of a single storey workspace outbuilding – granted
LW/20/0046 Homewoodgate Farmhouse, Homewoodgate Farm, Novington Lane- Repaint 
exterior woodwork on windows and repair rotting sections of existing frame.- granted
SDNP/20/01009/CND Birchington Farm, Novington Lane - Application for variation of 
conditions 3 (landscaping), 6 (parking) and 11 (drainage) of conditionally approved 
application  SDNP/17/05004/FUL – granted

6.20.8
6.20.8.1

6.20.8.2

Council noted all correspondence received since last meeting.
Novington Sandpit - to note that the parish council has raised concerns regarding people using
the Novington Sandpit. It is understood that Dudmans have repaired gaps in the fence and put
up more signs but fences had been breached and people were still getting in.  Cllr.Symes
contacted the Health & Safety executive who feel it is a police matter but the police seem
unable to do much on private land. Residents should be advised that the site is privately
owned and there is no public access. The chair will check the status of the planning
permission  and Cllr.Funnell thought she had seen an objection letter from Plumpton PC
in 2016 regarding any further extension. The clerk will contact PPC for any details. It was
agreed that contact should be made with SDNP as the site holds rare wildlife that is disturbed
by all the visitors. Clerk to send copy letter to Tim Slaney, sdnpa.
Cllr.David had been asked if the goal posts at Hollycroft could be moved to re-site the
football pitch. It was not clear where the new pitch was proposed to be. Cllr.David to raise
this at the next Hollycroft advisory group meeting.

Clerk

Clerk

 Cllr.David

6/20/9 Council considered the data protection and website accessibility requirements. 
.Cllr.Goodenough had contacted 3 website providers for a quote on supplying an easier to 
use site for the PC. Quotes were around £1800 for set-up. It was agreed that a sum would be
included in the budget for 2021/22 and a few more providers would be approached for a 
quote on a less ambitious site.(under 20 pages). It was further agreed that Cllr.Goodenough 
would customise the sample accessibility statement and send it to Upperbridge. They would 
put a link to it at the foot of every page and would also improve the colour contrast. Cost 
£30 – agreed. Cllr.Goodenough will add a privacy policy to the site and will ask 
Upperbridge about an SSL certificate.

Cllr.Goodenough

6/20/10 Items to note or for a future agenda
Council noted that Bam Nuttall were very helpful with repairs to verges etc. at the end of the 
rail works. Clerk was asked to write and thank them.
Council noted with sadness the passing of Lady Marina Bury who had been a councillor for a 
number of years. Chair had sent a condolences card. Clerk was asked to contact Lord 
Albermarle to ask for any suggestions on how the parish might remember Lady Bury – perhaps 
a bench would be suitable?

Clerk

6/20/17 Council meetings  for 2020 will be determined by circumstances in force at the time.

Meeting closed at 11.22am JT 25/6/2020

Signed……………………………………..(Chairman )  Dated……………………………
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Report from LDC Cllr.Rob Banks.

Coronavirus support

The Community Hub continues to operate and local support continues, once again a 
massive thanks to everyone who has been volunteering to help neighbours with 
shopping, pharmacy runs or helping out in other ways. A reminder that we have had 
a few emergency food parcels for anyone in need, let me know (in confidence) if you 
do know of someone who could use one. Also Lewes District Council’s COVID 
information page is at https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/community/covid-19/.

You can also call 01273 471600 should you have problems with things like paying 
council tax. If you are not getting the help you need, Lewes District’s “Community 
Hub” helpline for vulnerable residents is 01273 099956.

Dudman’s sand quarry

I have been in contact with the parish councils and residents in both East Chiltington 
and Plumpton Lane who are concerned about large groups of people going to the 
quarry – which is of course private land. There have been complaints about anti-
social behaviour, dangerous parking and litter and waste being left nearby. There 
are also concerns about the safety of those visiting. I have followed up with local 
police and Dudman’s (the site owners) about this, I also asked Lewes District Council
to write to the owners and arranged for LDC to pick up bags of rubbish from East 
Chiltington collected by residents who have kindly cleared up the mess left by 
visitors. Dudman’s have carried out some work to improve fencing and provide extra 
signage, and I understand that they had someone on site last weekend to help move 
people on, but I am keeping in touch with the owners, police and council on this 
matter, and alongside the Parish Council am urging Dudmans to clarify what their 
plans are for the site.

Network Rail

This one goes back to March - while our proposed site visit to meet the contractors 
didn't happen due to lockdown, they did keep in regular contact with me and it is 
good to see the level of work put in to restore verges and they seem to have done a 
good job in restoring the field at Novington Lane.

Robert.Banks

Glossary:
LDC – Lewes District Council SDNPA - South Downs National Park Authority
ESCC - East Sussex County Council AIRS – Action in Rural Sussex
SSALC – Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils
TECT – The East Chiltington Trust LDALC – Lewes District Association of Local Councils
CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England
ECAG – The East Chiltington Action Group
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