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35 Wivelsfield Road, 

Haywards Heath 

 

01444 454391 

Ravenoak, 

Allington Road, 

Newick 

01825 722895 

  

email: info@brooksfunerals.co.uk 

www.brooksfunerals.co.uk 

Plumpton Stores & Post Office 

Your local village store is now open: 
 

5.45am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday 
 

7.00am to 7.30pm Saturday  
 

7.00am to 1.00pm Sunday 

01273 890229 

 

DRIVER TRAINING 
CAR, LGV, PCV, FLT, HIAB 

 

40 East View Fields 
Plumpton Green   BN7 3EF 

Tel: 01273 890410 
www.hillsofplumpton.co.uk 

Z. R. LANDSCAPES 
Landscaping 

Fencing 
Hedge Cutting and Treework 

Turf Laying 
Driveways 

Patios 
     And More 
Zac Robins 
landscape@nsza.co.uk 
CONTACT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

07949 220721 

N.L.S 

NICK LANAWAY 
SERVICES 

Garden and Ground Care Machinery 

Service and Repair 
Golf Buggy and ATV 

 
07503 891335 

nicklanawayservices@yahoo.com 
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Thank you to everyone who 
helped to deliver the June edition 
of this magazine and taking on 
extra deliveries. 

This month we continue our series of 
articles about our local food 
producers with an piece about 
Ashurst Organics. 

We also have a feature on our local 
businesses who advertise in the 
magazine and how they are coping 
with lockdown. 

Also an introduction to the Plumpton 
Village Society. 

We are looking for contributors so if 
you would like to try your hand at 
writing articles for us please let us 
know.  

This is your magazine.. 

PECNcopy@gmail.com 
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w w w . p l u m p t o n p c . c o . u k   

Plumpton Parish Council  

Notes from the Parish Meeting 9th June 
2020. 
 
Alison Gardiner was unanimously co-
opted and welcomed to the Parish 
Council. There are now only 2 remaining 
vacancies. 
 
The current improvements to the 
Playing Field are now complete, 
scarifying, levelling, improved drainage 
and re-seeding being the main 
undertaking. The improvements are 
clear to see and with an ongoing 
maintenance programme we hope to 
drastically improve the Playing Field for 
all users. We will be looking at various 
grant opportunites, in conjunction with 
various sporting groups, to ensure the 
ongoing improvements. 
 
The refurbished gents toilet area in the 
Pavilion is nearing completion. New fire 
risk assessments will be completed for 
the Pavilion and Village Hall once the 
work is finished. 
 
Usage of the Playing Field is being 
opened up based on the 
recommendations of the variou sport 
governing bodies. 
 
Approval was given for the removal of 
the fallen tree in Percy’s Patch. 
 
A new hand sanitizer will be installed in 
the Pavilion. 
 
A quote had been received to complete 
the upgrade of the lighting in the Village 
Hall and approval was given to the 
repairs required on the flat roof at the 
Hall. 
 

 

The new bar fridges are scheduled for 
installation in June. 
 
A new hand sanitizer will be installed 
at the Village Hall. 
 
Next meeting is at Plumpton Village 
Hall at 7:30pm on the 14th July 2020.  

PLUMPTON & EAST 

CHILTINGTON GOOD 

NEIGHBOURS  

Supporting anyone in need  

Assisting with shopping  

Helping after an illness or injury 

Even a small job like changing a light 

bulb 

Accompany to doctors, dentists or 

opticians. 

Putting your bins out or feeding a 

pet, there is no job we can’t manage 

Most importantly keeping someone 

company and generating a friendship  

“One of the greatest gifts we can give 

is our time.” 

We are here to help!  

For help or to volunteer call our 

coordinators on 

07478 524152 

Or 

07786 152215 



 A clean carpet 
isn’t all we 

guarantee…… 

 

• Carpet Cleaning & Repairs, 

retufting & reweaving 

• Upholstery Cleaning 

• Rug Cleaning including Wool & 

Silk 

• Curtain Dry Cleaning on-site-at-

the-window 

• Carpet Moth Treatment Service 

• Fire & Flood Clean-Up Service 

Now celebrating 24 years of providing 1st class 

service 

in Plumpton, Plumpton Green, East Chiltington, 

Lewes & Brighton. 
 

Call Paul or Liz on 01273 733339 

For a free no-obligation quotation 

Or email paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk 
 

See our website for special offers 
www.servicemasterbrighton.co.uk 

Robert Symes 
 

TREE SURGEON 
 

East Chiltington 
Tel: Plumpton 

(01273) 890080 
Free Es�mates 

FLORAL ART 
Mobile Florist - Wide Delivery Service 

NICHOLA MASSINGALE 

Phone: Plumpton (01273) 891301 

Mobile: 07970 462337 

.  • W e d d i n g s  •  F u n e r a l s •   

• S p e c i a l  O c c a s i o n s •  

• C o n t r a c t  •  D r i e d •  

Rupert Thacker 
Furniture Restoration Services 

 

Including Furniture repairs, Polishing etc. of 
Antique, Contemporary, and Reproduction  

Furniture 
 

Fletching,  E Sussex, TN22 3TQ 
 

Tel : 01825-713111 (Workshop) 
Mobile: 07950-035044 

Email: sales@rupert-thacker.com 
Website: www.rupert-thacker.com 

The HairdressersThe HairdressersThe HairdressersThe Hairdressers    

Sarah And Mandy 
    

South Road Wivelsfield Green 

01444 471224 

3 
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 •  Member of the Institute of Plumbing • Registered Plumber •  
 

 

General Plumbing Installa�on & Repairs 

 

Free Es�mates and Advice 
    

Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477Tel: Plumpton (01273) 890668 or 07711 712 477    

Email: allenplumit@hotmail.com 

ALLEN UPTON  ALLEN UPTON  ALLEN UPTON  ALLEN UPTON  PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICEPLUMBING & HEATING SERVICEPLUMBING & HEATING SERVICEPLUMBING & HEATING SERVICESSSS    

Plumpton Pilates  

Morning and evening group classes 

in Plumpton Village Hall. 

 

1:1 Pilates at home also available. 

Please contact Charis 07881 825007 

charispilates@gmail.com 

Starflower Arts & Massage                                                    
Creative Art Workshops     

Collage, Felting, Papermaking etc.                                                                                                            

Holistic Massage & Aromatherapy                                                                                                            

Home Visits for Women   

                                                             

 Sarah Holloway BA(Hons) PGCE MIPTI                                                                                                          

E. Chiltington, 07751 986790                                                                                                         

 

www.starflowerarts.weebly.com                                  

www.starflowermassage.weebly.com                                                             

 

A club for unattached 
Men and women, aged 50+ 

 

Eating out, quizzes, music, 
Walking, golf, theatre, 
sport, Arts & holidays 

 

Regular club meetings in Brighton & Hove, 
Lewes, Mid-Sussex and Horsham 

For further information visit our website: 

www.thegroup.org.uk 
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Coronavirus 
The group in Plumpton that was set up 
to assist in practical ways during 
lockdown continues to support those 
who continue to need support . They 
have been exceptional in the way they 
have been able to co-ordinate things 
such as prescription collection for 
those still having to self isolate and 
continue to do so as we now make 
tentative steps out of lockdown.  
 Should you need to approach the 
group for assistance  they can be 
found on Facebook, Plumpton and 
East Chiltington Coronavirus support 
group or telephone Gina 07595894425 
or Linda 07478524152 who have a 
team of volunteers at their disposal.  
 
The parish council will meet on June 
25th at 10am at the Rotunda in 
Hollycroft. This will be a socially 
distanced meeting and will not be 
open to the public.  
Should you have any questions please 
contact the clerk who will refer queries 
to the councillors as the parish council 
continues to operate but remotely. All 
normal council functions are being 
carried out by the clerk from home. 
 e: clerk@eastchiltington.net  
 
Councillors were deeply saddened to 
hear of the death of Lady Marina Bury. 
Lady Bury served on the East 
Chiltington parish council for a number 
of years and was particularly 
passionate about the environment and 
preserving the history of the parish. 
The wonderfully detailed map of the 
parish which she produced for the 

millenium can be seen on the book 
swap phone box in Chapel Lane. The 
council has sent its condolences. 
 
The railway works in Novington Lane 
have now been completed and the 
Parish council will be writing to the 
contractors to express our thanks for 
the courteous way in which they carried 
out the works and the efforts they went 
to in making good some of the damage 
that had occurred over the winter 
months to our verges.  

As you are aware the Support Group 
for St Peter & St James Hospice has 
not been able to hold as many fund-
raising events this year because of 
the restrictions on large gatherings.    
This has obviously affected the 
overall amount raised this year.  
Usually the total is approximately 
£14,000.  So far, we have raised 
£7,000 which is a good amount but 
only half what we would normally 
raise.   
 

One way in which you can support 
the Hospice is to have a home 
collection box into which you put any 
loose change.  It is surprising how 
much can be collected in this way. 
 
If you would like to have one of 
these boxes then please email 
sueakers@hotmail.com. 
 
The full boxes can be delivered to 30 
West Gate.  You will receive a receipt 
for the amount that is in the box for 
your record.   
 
Thank you for our continued 
support.   
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Sarah Osborne, 
County Councillor  
 

Coronavirus Update 
We are still seeing new 
cases of infection each day 

in East Sussex. The Test Track and 
Trace is now only Test and Trace as 
the app promised by government is 
delayed and we are still seeing 
problems with testing such as when 
testing is done vital information such 
as the postcode of the person tested is 
missing! 
 

Financial Impact of Coronavirus 
ESCC is experiencing a huge impact on 
its finances with the gap in its budget 
estimated to be £23 million so far and 
this does not even include the 
increased costs in Social Care and on 
Home to School Transport which will 
be much greater than allocated for in 
the 2019/2020 budget. The impact will 
be felt into 2020/21 and beyond. The 
councils costs are rocketing, 
particularly on PPE (currently £725 k 
per month) so the longer this 
pandemic continues the worse the 
budget gap will be.  
 

Add to that there is significant funding 
uncertainty going forward because of 
the:  
· Impact on our residents and on 
Council Tax collection rates;  
· Impact of slowdown in house 
building and the reduction in the 
Council Tax base on income; 
· Impact on businesses and on 
Business Rates collection rates;  
· The confirmed delay to the Spending 
Review, Fair Funding Review and 75% 
business rates retention.  
 

Household Waste Recycling Sites 
They have been busy but are settling 
down now and the opening hours have 
now been extended a little. 
 
 

Schools  
ESCC have been working with schools on 
the phased reopening. For primary 
schools this involves the return of 
reception, years 1 and Years 6, alongside 
the continued provision of teaching for 
vulnerable children and the children of 
Keyworkers. Schools have been asked to 
continue to provide remote learning for 
those who are not scheduled to return. 
Secondary Schools have been asked to 
continue to provide a service to 
vulnerable pupils and the children of 
keyworks and identify how they can 
increase contact with Year 10 pupils. 
Special schools are undertaking 
individual reviews of their pupils to plan 
a return. 
 

Digital Devices for Disadvantaged 
Children to access Remote 
Education  
In April, the Department for Education 
announced a package of support for 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children 
and young people across England. It will 
provide digital devices (laptops and 
tablets) and internet access for some 
disadvantaged children and young 
people. ESCC’s allocation of 129 laptops 
and tablets is insufficient to meet all the 
demand from our eleven secondary and 
special schools. Funding of £65,500 has 
already been approved and they have 
ordered an additional 200 devices. 
 

Adult Social Care 
Supply of social care provision remains 
under pressure in East Sussex. On 21 
May 88 of 313 East Sussex care homes 
were closed to all admissions. They now 
have in place an integrated health and 
social care plan, including testing all 
patients before admission. Patients 
testing positive are supported through a 
period of isolation at either Bexhill Care 
Centre or in a community health unit 
before moving, to a care home. 
sarahosborne2000@yahoo.co.uk  
07986 776105 
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Tree Surgery ● Hedge Maintenance  
Fire Wood 

Stump Grinding ● Strimming 
Woodland Management Schemes 

 

Experienced ● Insured £5m 
Free Quotation 

 

BSc (Enviro Mgt) ● LOLER Inspector 
NPTC 

Charlie Layfield 
Office: 01825 724655 

Mobile: 07888 838423 
www.treewise.co.uk 

Heath Farm 
 Holiday Cottages 

South Road, Plumpton Green 
 

Three 4 star cottages sleeping  
 two, four and six.  Suitable disabled 

Minimum 2 night stay 
Regret no smoking or pets. 

01273 890712 
www.heath-farm.com 

Advertise Here !! 

Contact 

pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 

Or  

01273 891427 

  LK Events Ltd 
We’re a Sussex based company      

specialising in high quality catering 
 

Weddings, Drinks Parties, Christenings 

Funerals, Family Parties 
 

Contact us for a quote 

01825 723226 or 01825 722774 

info@lkevents-sussex.co.uk 

www.lkevents-sussex.co.uk 



Servicing, Repairs and 

MOTs 
Campervans 

Horseboxes 

Trade vans     

Cars  

 

Call Martin on  

01273 479777 

www.rdhcommercials.co.uk 

P. M BUILDERS  

 
5 School Cottages, 

East Chiltington  
 

For all your  
building  
needs  

 
Tel: 01273- 890964  
Mobile 07813 114470  

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER  

Deadly Serious 
Pest Control 

James Otway 
 

 07702 20847507702 20847507702 20847507702 208475    
deadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.comdeadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.comdeadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.comdeadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.com    

Odintune CottageOdintune CottageOdintune CottageOdintune Cottage    
East Chiltington, LewesEast Chiltington, LewesEast Chiltington, LewesEast Chiltington, Lewes    
East Sussex, BN7 3ANEast Sussex, BN7 3ANEast Sussex, BN7 3ANEast Sussex, BN7 3AN    

 Painter 
Decorative Paint Finishes, 
Domestic, Business 
& Building Trade 
Michael Webber 
 
michael.webber6@yahoo.co.uk 

01273 890779 
07880 558 556 
 
2 School Cottage 
East Chiltington 
Lewes BN7 3AY 
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  Rob Banks,  
  Lewes District  
  Councillor 
 

  

 

Coronavirus support 
The Community Hub continues to 
operate and local support continues, 
once again a massive thanks to everyone 
who has been volunteering to help 
neighbours and other fellow villagers 
with shopping, pharmacy runs or helping 
out in other ways.  
A reminder that we have had a few 
emergency food parcels for anyone in 
need, let me know (in confidence) if you 
do know of someone who could use one. 
Also Lewes District Council’s COVID 
information page is at https://
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
community/covid-19/.  
You can also call 01273 471600 should 
you have problems with things like 
paying council tax. If you are not getting 
the help you need, Lewes District’s 
“Community Hub” helpline for vulnerable 
residents is 01273 099956. 
 
Dudman’s sand quarry 
I have been in contact with residents in 
both East Chiltington and Plumpton Lane 
who are concerned about large groups of 
people going to the quarry – which is of 
course private land. There have been 
complaints about anti-social behaviour, 
dangerous parking and litter and waste 
being left nearby. 
I have followed up with local police and 
Dudman’s (the site owners) about this, I 
also asked Lewes District Council to write 
to the owners and arranged for LDC to 
pick up bags of rubbish collected by 
residents who have kindly cleared up the 
mess left by visitors on nearby roadsides 
and footpaths. 
Dudman’s have carried out some work to 

improve fencing and provide extra 
signage, but I am keeping in touch with 
them to make further improvements.  
 
B2116 
Some work is underway at the site of 
accidents earlier this year when a coach 
and other vehicles came off the road at 
the regular point just after the junction 
with Plumpton Lane. But please do sign 
the petition if you haven’t yet - https://
democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/
mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?
ID=500000031&RPID=503359841&HPI
D=503359841 
 
Buses  
Compass are hoping to announce soon 
when buses will start running again. 
 
Broadband 
Many people are finding problems with 
their broadband provison. I have 
written to the County Council and to BT 
Openreach about degradation of service 
and poor service in parts of the ward. It 
is also suggested you contact your 
service provider if you have problems. 
 
Robert.Banks@lewes.gov.uk 
07986 755246  

Station Partnership  
 

The Station Partnership Team would 
like to thank the local residents that 

donated plants or money towards our 
floral displays at the station. 

 
A special thank you to the generous 

support from the Parish council. 
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  Maria Caufield MP 

 
 
 
 
Farmers are the ultimate protectors of our countryside. We have seen locally that 
when they can no longer making farming work for them financially, they sell up and 
housing developments emerge concreting over our green spaces. It is therefore 
crucial that we support our farmers in succeeding and I am passionate that in 
Government this is a top priority for us. 
 
Recently there have been a lot of rumours in the media with regards to the new 
Agriculture Bill, which sets out the future for British farming, and our food standards. 
I wanted to reassure you that much of the rumour and speculation is untrue. The UK 
will not be lowering its high food standards at the cost of cheap imports of lower 
quality. 
   
 As the Agriculture Bill progressed, we had a robust debate in Parliament and 
particularly on one of the amendments on international trade and food security that 
has been a concern for many people in the agriculture sector. The amendment put 
forward was well intentioned in ensuring that no food comes into the UK which 
undercuts British farming standards but unfortunately it was aimed at the standards 
of production rather than standards of product.  
 
 This amendment would not be allowed under WTO or EU rules and would have 
made any trade deal impossible with any country or trading bloc including the EU, 
US, Japan etc. It would also have scuppered current trade deals and restricted 
exports of British Farm produce as a result. 
 
Instead we are using the Trade Bill to enshrine animal welfare standards into law and 
as it is coming to Parliament now, we are laying down the restrictions on the 
standard of products so things like chlorinated chicken and cheap beef products 
cannot be imported to the UK. This means that for any future trade deals our British 
produced food will not be undercut by cheap imports, but it also gives British farmers 
more extensive exporting opportunities. 
 
 As each new trade deal comes forward, we will be able to set this out more clearly 
and with new rules to more easily identify country of origin and better labelling to 
help consumers we hope this will enable more British products to be consumed 
domestically. 
 
 I hope this provides some reassurance but do feel free to contact me if you have 
any concerns you would like to raise at maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk 
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 ● Small local classes (max 4)  

 ● From  £10  pp per hour 

 ● Beginners, 1-2-1, conversation.                     

  

CIAO BOLOGNA!  

Short study trip to Italy, by arrangement

 

email: seegreen@waitrose.com 

Alexander Technique 
can help to naturally overcome: 

 

• Back, neck and joint pain                                        

• Muscle tension and stiffness 

• Poor posture   

• Breathing and vocal problems 

• Anxiety and stress-related conditions 
          

One to one lessons tailored to your needs 
  

For more information contact: 
Caroline Canner MSTAT                                    

01273 891174    07754147380  
caroline.canner@gmail.com   

Alexandertechnique.co.uk 

LEARN HOW TO SHOOT A 
BOW 

Plumpton Bowmen hold 
Beginners’ Courses twice a 
year in April and October on the 
Playing Field. 
 

We hold Have-A-Go sessions 
the 3rd Sunday of the month 
from April to August from 11 – 
12.30pm. 

For further information see: 
www.plumpton-bowmen.org.uk 

                     

           Problems with computer  
or digital devices 

 

Call James   
07894 454037  

or email: spiller.james@gmail.com 

Also qualified PAT tester, lives in Plumpton 

 

 

Zumba with Lucy 
Now on Zoom, £3.50 

Tuesday 10am 
Wednesday 7pm 

Thursday 10am & 6.15pm  
Saturday 9.30am  

 
 A fun, energetic dance class  

suitable for everybody.  
Contact: zumba_lucy@outlook.com 

HOME CHARLES CARS 

Plumpton Based 

Private Hire Taxi Company 

• AIRPORT TRANSFER SERVICE 

• PRESTIGE VEHICLES 

• COMPETITIVE TAXI PRICES 

• CORPORATE ACCOUNTS 

• CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 

• SALOONS AND ESTATES 

• PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE DRIVERS 
 

077 344 89222 077 344 89222 077 344 89222 077 344 89222     
homecharles@btinternet.com 

Guy Sumners  

Craniosacral therapy and  
Rolfing® Structural integration in  

Plumpton Green. 
For more information see 

www.cranioandrolfing.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 07817 694624 
sarah@cranioandrolfing.co.uk  
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Ashurst Organics 
Ashurst Farm is the land situated between the college 
and the racecourse and is home to Ashurst Organics - 
an organic box scheme business - run by Peter and 
Collette Haynes since 1994. 
 
The land was purchased from the White brothers 
(Alec, Horace & Fred) who hand milked a small herd 
of cows until 1993.  Owing to the White’s traditional farming methods Ashurst 
Organics were able to gain instant organic status from the Soil Association and 
inherited a rich, fertile soil on the greensand ridge. 
 
A veg box scheme is a form of ‘Community Supported Agriculture’(CSA).  Designed 
to help keep small market gardens alive at a time when competition from industrial 
agriculture models and supermarket price controls were rendering most family farms 
unviable.   Ashurst box scheme has thrived entirely from the support of its 
committed scheme members who feel as much a part of the land as those who have 
helped farm it.   
 
Collette’s account of Covid-19 and its effects on their business. 
 
“Covid has affected everyone in so many different ways.  Our story is that overnight 
our box orders increased 50%.  And only stopped there because we took the shop 
page off the website and created a waiting list.  A sure case of be careful what you 
wish for. We had always hoped that Organic and Local Food would catch on given 
the heightened awareness of climate change/carbon foot print of food miles/
biodiversity loss from pesticides etc.  But people were searching for home delivery 
and that is a big part of what we do. 
 
Great……. you would think!  Unfortunately for us this could not have come at a 
worst time. Doing 50% more of ANY job, with the same infrastructure is a challenge 
but seasonality dictates that March-May is The Hungry Gap.  Meaning – we didn’t 
have any veg in the fields to sell. We were busy sowing and planting it with only 
leeks, cabbage and beetroot of our own.  We were inundated with demand that we 
could not supply.   
 
In these months we deliver only every two weeks and rely on outsourced organic 
veg from UK and EU.  The wholesale price of which was also overnight 60% more 
owing to lockdown complications of reduced supply and increased demand. 
This was no time to ‘showcase our wares’ to new customers.  But the situation felt 
more serious than that so we pulled ranks and decided to supply as many boxes to 
as many people as we could.  We prioritised those shielding/over 70’s/NHS worker 
enquiries but also had to field calls from people experiencing real anxiety over food 
security.  We felt terrible turning people away but pointed them to their local 
community where volunteers were able and willing to shop for them.  A definite 
upside to the whole pandemic has been the revival of community.  A bit of war time 
spirit to buoy us all up.  
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We panic bought all the organic veg we could get our hands on from wholesalers. We 
installed another cold store, bought another van, commandeered old farm workers 
who were furloughed.  Redesigned the pack shed for social distancing reasons.  Risk 
assessed every minute part of our operation. Bought PPE for all pickers and packers 
including overalls lest the virus travel in on clothes.  We went from looking like a free 
spirited hippy enterprise to a communist factory in a day.  We delivered veg in what 
felt like a scene from an apocalyptic, zombie movie.  We had the roads to ourselves 
but it was terrifying.  Everyone tucked up safely in their homes and us (not exactly 
spring chickens ourselves) wondering if we would catch Covid from a doorbell?  We 
were lucky to still have work but at what price?  If the virus didn’t get us exhaustion 
might, given we were also lambing 80 ewes for the whole of April. 
 

On the upside was the enormous gratitude we got from 
scheme members, trapped in flats in town, delighted to 
have some food arrive.  The veg was not our own or up 
to our usual standard/value but the feeling we were 
doing our bit in a terrible situation and the new sense of 
‘we’re all in this together’ was uplifting beyond measure.  
We got volunteer help planting and weeding from 
friends in the village (you know who you are – THANK 
YOU XX) which saved us for sure.  Fal at the shop 

stocked our surpluses of bought in veg and the rest we donated to food banks so 
that little went to waste.   Community support networks reached far and wide in a 
short space of time. 
 
Despite all the stress involved it was great to feel useful and our hopes now are that 
ecological food solutions will become a new growth area of livelihood for the young.  
Access to land, post Brexit trade deals are issues that will need to be considered.  But 
like all crises it could be an opportunity.   Co-operation and community will be the 
key if we are to find a sustainable way forward on every level.  There is an 
opportunity for a Green New Deal.  We live in hope.”  



MARK WATTS DRAINAGE 

Sep�c Tank Problems…? 

Blocked soakaway? 

Drains backing up? 

Obnoxious smells? 

Sep�c Tank Conversions 

Treatment Plant Installa�ons 

Servicing of Treatment Plants-

MARK WATTS DRAINAGE 

01273 812 331 – 07990 553 747 

Finally, a B&B in the heart of 

Plumpton Green And an ideal solu-

?on for impending guests and no spare 

room!  A separate annex away from the 

main house that comfortably sleeps up to 4 

people. 

Contact 07776 418724 for more info or 

www.edgingtoncoBage.co.uk 

Stuart & Roger Moulds 
Trading As South East Roofing Contractors 
A family run roofing company with over 50 

years’ experience. 
Full insurance cover. 

Qualified staff trained in flat, single ply, cold 
application systems. 

Slating & Tiling, leadwork, chimneys. 
Contact Stuart on 07786837406 or 01323 811887 
Email: info@southeastroofingcontractors.co.uk 
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Focus on Local Businesses 
As lockdown is easing we asked our advertisers if they would like to let you know if 
and how they are working… 
 

J Church,  electrician 
As some of your readers will be aware, we have continued to serve the local 
community with emergency and urgent works throughout the ‘lockdown’ period and 
wish to reassure all of our customers that we will continue to be available to 
undertake electrical work where needed to ensure they are safe – both from Covid19 
by enabling working from home with power, voice and data for home offices and 
outbuildings and from the inherent risks of electricity by ensuring this work is 
undertaken safely by a trained professional electrician. 
We would just like to apologise for the inconvenience caused by the risk assessments 
of Covid19 like the opening of windows, working in separate areas to our clients and 
our appearance with the requirements for PPE and hand washing. Hopefully before 
too long life may return to some resemblance of normality! 
Wishing all the best to everyone locally 
John, Clare & Josh 
 01444 226 225  01273 900 251 www.johnchurchelectrician.co.uk 
 

Zumba with Lucy 
Lucy is running virtual Zumba sessions on zoom for £3.50 
Tuesday 10am 
Wednesday 7pm 
Thursday 10am & 6.15pm  
Saturday 9.30am  
contact Zumba_lucy@outlook.com for more info 
 

Dean Ferguson, electrician  
Over the past ten week period it has been challenging as I am sure it has been for 
every sole trader in the whole country! 
As far as i am concerned it has been a time to help when required for emergency call 
outs only whilst socially distancing as efficiently as possible. I am still going strong 
and am now able to offer a full service once again. 
I look forward to meeting all customers once again, old and new. 
No job too big and no job is too small. Free estimates and advice. 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Garden lighting, Rewires 
E.I.C.R ( Electrical installation condition reports). 
All labour VAT Free. 
01825 723661 0r 07754000147 
deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Simon Cooper Scoopsweb 
As a freelance website designer I tend to work from home, so in that sense the 
lockdown hasn’t made much difference and I’m working as usual. Many local 
businesses are looking at alternative channels for selling their goods and services and 
there has definitely been an increase in the requirement for websites to offer online 
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sales facilities, which is something I can help with. 
07870 570050 
info@scoopsweb.co.uk  
www.scoopsweb.co.uk 
 

ServiceMaster  
ServiceMaster Brighton/Lewes have now resumed providing professional cleaning & 
sanitisation services with PPE & social distancing strictly adhered to for the protection 
of our customers and staff. To say a big THANK YOU to NHS Staff & Teachers we are 
giving them a 50% discount on our standard prices. See our website for full 
details www.servicemasterclean.co.uk/brighton  
Paul & Liz Carpenter 
Tel: 01273 733339 
Mob: 07850 767968 
Email: paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk 
Web: www.servicemasterclean.co.uk/brighton-lewes 
 
 

FaceTime French and Italian lessons. From Sue Strong 
I have been teaching languages for many years, around my dining room table - truly 
a cottage industry! 
With the arrival of lockdown, this could not continue. 
I know how quickly language skills can fade without regular exposure to the 
language being learned.  It was also disappointing for students who had worked at 
learning, sometimes for years, becoming proficient and confident. Their trips to 
France and Italy were enriched by being able to talk to local people in their language. 
So I asked the students if they would be happy to be 'guinea pigs' for one-to-one 
FaceTime language lessons - a learning curve for me too, as I had not ever thought 
of this possibility! 
We all enjoyed the new style of lessons and I shall now offer FaceTime one-to-one 
lessons, so that students can learn from home/office without having to travel - an 
appealing prospect in  winter! 

Prescription pick up service. 
Ditchling Pharmacy 
Delivery has resumed but Linda Watson 07478 524152 will help if you need. 
 

Newick Pharmacy Monday and Thursday 
Gina Hawthorne Please DM or text to 07595 894425 by midday. 
 

Lewes Pharmacies - any of them. Wednesday. 
Greg and Lesley Hall 07771 840118 please contact this number or DM Lesley Hall by 
2pm 
Burgess Hill Pharmacies - any of them. Wednesday  
Please contact Meg Cutts 07807 766316 by 2pm. 
if you need something picked up from somewhere not listed please call 07595 
894425. 
If you would like a prescription collected you will need to provide the appropriate 
volunteer with the name and address for whom the prescription is for. 
Your prescriptions will be left on your doorstep. Please dispose of outer 
wrapping and then thoroughly wash your hands. 



 

 
    17th July for August    

    15th August for September               

 
Copy to The Poplars, Station Road 

or email: pecncopy@gmail.com  or Telephone: 01273 891 427  

VH = Village Hall                 HQ = Scout HQ                        TC = Tennis Club 

StM = St Michael’s              ANX = Church Annex             PAV = Pavilion  

ECC = East Chiltington Church            Sch = Plumpton School        ALC= All Saints Church 

COPY DEADLINES  

BOOKINGS 
Village Hall & Pavilion:              Jane Donovan 07747 050903  or 01273 891036 
 

VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR 
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July 2020 

Due to COVID—19 the Village Hall and the Pavilion are closed. 

25th July  -  Plumpton Outdoor Pop-up Market 12 - 2.30pm  VH 

1st August  - Horticultural Society Summer Show 2pm   VH 

12th September  - Plumptonfest      VH 

19th September  -  Horticultural Society Autumn Show 2pm  VH 

3rd October  - Apple Fair       VH 

28th November  - Festive Fair       VH 
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Plumpton Village Society 
 

Following the successful Summer Event last year, organised by the WI, it was felt 
that the tradition could be continued, because it really did celebrate the community 
spirit of the village. As Plumpton WI have now disbanded, a group of interested 
villagers got together in February, to see about the possibility of organising 
something similar for the village in the future.  
 

A committee was formed and looked into the practicalities and formalities of doing 
this and it created Plumpton Village Society. Membership is automatically open to 
anyone who lives or works in Plumpton or East Chiltington Parishes. Periodically, 
open meetings will be advertised, so anyone with any suggestions can put them 
forward.  The Society is inclusive, and its aims are to organise activities within the 
community, such as a Summer Fair. Plumpton Parish Council has been supportive 
and has agreed to provide a small grant to the Society to help get things underway. 
Any profits made from events will be distributed locally. 
 

It was hoped to hold a Strawberry Fair on 27th June, which, of course, could not go 
ahead. Instead, an Apple Fair is being organised for the 3rd of October. In the 
meantime, hopefully there will be an outdoor ‘Pop up Market’ on Plumpton Village 
Green on 25th July. Please see a separate notice about the proposed Market in this 
Magazine. 
 

The Committee is already hard at work organising these events which, it is hoped, 
everyone will enjoy and take part in. For any further information about the Society 
please contact one of the Committee members who are: Lee Stevens (07887 562721) 
Rod Owens (01273 891610), Sue Brown (07771 622283), Kathy Baker (01273 
890508), Martin and Beverley Gilbert (01273 890420), Jane Hildyard (07786 875030) 
and Sue Walton (07747 693911).  

Plumpton Activity 
Scheme 

 
After extensive discussions between 
staff and the committee, we have 
decided that we are unable to safely 
run the Activity Scheme this year. 
This decision was not taken lightly but 
our priority is, as always, maintaining 
the safety of the children, staff and 
visitors. Whilst this was a particularly 
difficult decision, in what we believe 
would have been the 30th anniversary 
of the Activity Scheme, we are looking 
to the future when we will be able to 
provide the popular scheme once 
more. 

PLUMPTON SCOUTS  
NEED YOUR HELP! 

 
Are you clearing out your cupboards? 
Plumpton Scouts need any unwanted 
crockery (plates, cups etc – no glass) 

for a future Village Fair crockery 
smashing stall. 

 
Please do not throw it away, please 

hold on to it until August when storage 
space will be available, or if you 

desperately need the space, please 
ring Sue Brown from Plumpton Village 

Society on 07771 622283 who will 
arrange for it to be collected. 



19 

Bird Watch 
 

 

 

Many changes have been necessary in 
the study of birds during this lockdown 
time. Although so much more has been 
noticed closed to home and garden 
recording has been an important part of 
peoples’ wellbeing, many long-term 
studies have had to be curtailed during 
April and May, two of the most important 
months in the calendar. However, some 
unexpected sightings have been made 
from home.  

The main studies affected are 
Ringing, that earlier was restricted to the 
home gardens of the ringer. Nest 
Recording is another on-going study 
which obviously entails venturing into 
woodland, farms and other spaces that 
were out of bounds earlier. I have 
managed to record a few nests that 
people have told me about, Robins in 
garden sheds etc. but not been able to 
ring any of the nestlings yet. The ringing 
of nestlings is so important as it gives the 
exact age of the bird and the exact 
starting place in the world. The problem 
is though that the mortality of newly 
fledged birds is high, and many will not 
survive the first few days out of the nest 
and some rings wasted. 

Another on-going study is the 
Common Bird Census that for many years 
I carried out in Brock’s Wood. It requires 
a dozen visits to a ringing site where the 
nets are put in the same place for the 
same length of time from daybreak for 
four hours year upon year. A visit is 
made once in each ten-day period. In 
this way, analysis can be made by the 
scientists at to the British Trust for 
Ornithology, who get information from 
across the country from over a hundred 
sites. They can work out the success or 

otherwise of each breeding season 
according to the weather, the proportion 
of young to adults and the survival of the 
adults returning to breed as they are 
very site faithful and return to the same 
territory each year. We have also found 
birds ringed as juveniles one year, 
nesting in later years in the same wood 
where they were hatched. This is all 
useful information towards the 
understanding and conservation of our 
wildlife and the management of 
woodlands. 

 Last autumn in my garden I 
ringed many Chiffchaffs as they migrated 
to southern Europe or to The Gambia.  
On June the first this year one of them 
was killed flying into a window in 
Cambridgeshire some two hundred 
kilometres from here. A sad way to go 
after successfully completing the return 
migration but a true record. It was 
interesting that the finder of this bird 
was probably not a birder as he had not 
given its species when reporting it. Some 
might have found it a difficult bird to 
identify but when receiving the 
information of this recovery, I hope it 
may have sparked an interest in what is 
the best hobby in the world! 

R.J.L. 
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PLUMPTON OUTDOOR 

POP UP MARKET 
PLUMPTON VILLAGE GREEN 

25 JULY 2020 Noon til 2.30pm 
 

Following the lockdown period, Plumpton is returning to a new 

kind of normality.  Plumpton Village Society is planning to hold an 

outdoor Pop Up Market in July, adhering to Government Covid 19 

guidelines.  A risk assessment will take place in early July, to 

ensure that the market can take place safely. Whilst it is hoped 

that it will proceed, naturally everyone’s safety is paramount and 

if necessary it will be cancelled. 

 

Open to local businesses and crafters, up to a maximum of 30 

stalls to allow for 2 metre social distancing, the outdoor market 

will have an array of local products, services and crafts to buy. 

 

Please put the date in your diaries and come along and support 

the Plumpton Community.  If you would be interested in having a 

stall, please contact Lee Stevens from Plumpton Village Society on 

07887 562721. 



NEED AN ELECTRICIAN!  

KJB Electrical Ltd 
Your reliable local electrician at a sensible price. 
We are…. ‘Part P’ compliant with Elecsa; Fully insured and 
guaranteed. 

We can… Install additional sockets and lighting; Rewire your 
home or office; Run power to your garage; Install external 
lighting and security; Undertake all electrical installation repairs; 
Install earth bonding; Carry out portable appliance testing 
(PAT); Provide free safety checks. 

Based locally in Wivelsfield Green, so call Ken today on 
07766455378 for a free no obligation quote Or E-mail  

kjbelectrical@uwclub.net 

Window Cleaning 
J&B Services 

 
- Conservatory and roof   Betty: 07941 899324 
- Fascia     Jerry: 07941 899754 
- Gutters clearing 
- Cladding      email: info@jandbcleaning.co.uk 
- Solar panels    website: jandbcleaning.co.uk 
- Patio Jet washing etc.   Facebook: J&B Cleaning Services 

John Church electrician 

Professional, Courteous 

Local Electrician 
For all your electrical needs 

 

Fully Qualified - Part P Registered 

All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured 

 

Call John 

01273 900251 
info@johnchurchelectrician.co.uk 
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 Even though the lockdown is easing we 
know for some that life is still very 
challenging and we wanted to reassure 
anyone using the services offered by 
the group already or those who may 
need help in the future that we are still 
here! 
We would suggest that those who are 
extremely vulnerable, shielding, over 
70 ,anxious about going out still let us 
do the shopping and help how we can. 
We have a great list of volunteers so if 
you find you are having to quarantine 
or for whatever reason you can not go 
shopping and don't fall i to the groups 
above please get in touch. 
If you need help with non food 
shopping or helping in another way 
please feel free to get in touch also. 
FOOD PARCELS 
If you are short of food and need help 
there are boxes of essentials items 
available which can be delivered to your 
door. We have some stored in the 
Parish and can have one with you very 
quickly. The boxes are aimed at people 
who are short of food and need help. 
You may be self isolating or maybe self 
employed and needing a little help, or 
waiting for furlough monies or do you 
just need a helping hand? 
If you or someone you know would 
benefit from a box please register with 
the community hub on 01273 099956 or 
online at  
https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
community/covid-19/ 
Alternatively call us (especially if a 
weekend) on 07595 894425. 
Please be assured that all enquiries are 
treated in the strictest confidence. 
PHARMACY RUNS 
This service remains in place. Please 
see the separate info. 

If you need medication from somewhere 
not listed please call as we can easily 
collect from elsewhere. 
Ditchling Pharmacy deliveries provided by 
the pharmacy itself are now back in place. 
Newick is not delivering as yet. 
We regularly pick up medication for those 
in the more vulnerable groups and if we 
are going anyway then we are happy to 
collect for anyone. 
 
CAKE BAKING 
A few weeks back we asked for volunteers 
to bake for the carers in conjunction with 
the Lewes group however we could not 
solve the hygiene issues so had to 
abandon this fab idea. Thank you to those 
that volunteered. We can maybe organise 
a fundraising cake sale when we are 
allowed to do such things again! 
NEW FRIENDSHIPS 
A lovely side effect to this weird time are 
the new friendships that have been 
forged. One man in need of shopping help 
has been baking shortbread as a thank 
you for his helper, delicious I hear. We 
have also received emails of thanks and 
praise for those who have gone shopping 
for someone at their time of need. 
VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you all so very much. If your 
situation has changed and you are no 
longer in a position to offer help please let 
us know.  
 
Gina 07595 894425 
Rob 07986 755246 
covid@geniuswithin.co.uk 

Plumpton and East Chiltington Coronavirus Support Group 
 

Stay Safe Stay Home 
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Steve Dartnell 

 

 

 

woodstock construction 
For all your building needs 

 
* Extensions 
* Roofing 
* Kitchens 
* Bathrooms 
* Tiling and Decorating 
 
Call David for advice and estimate 
Phone:- Mobile: 07961 123054  
  Home: 01273 891572 

25 years experience 
Fully Insured 

We pride ourselves 
on  

quality workmanship 
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Plumpton & East 
Chiltington Wildlife  

 
Lockdown flower walks 
 
Lockdown walks in our two parishes have 
really brought home to me what a wonderful 
variety of wild plants we have here. From the 
soils of the Downs a walk to the north takes 
one through five other geological strata - 
various clays and sandstones, all giving rise 
to different soil types, ending up in the 
extreme north on the Tunbridge Wells Sand.  
 
Some plants are quite picky about the kind of 
soil they prefer - or tolerate - so many of the 
wild plants on the chalky soils of the Downs 
do not grow elsewhere, at least in quantity, 
because they are adapted either to the 
chemical or physical conditions. Perhaps 
most notable of these are the Chalk Fragrant
-orchid, with its carnation scent, and the 
Round-headed Rampion, the ‘Pride of 
Sussex’. Both grace the downland to the 
south of the parishes and their distribution 
maps in The Flora of Sussex show how 
confined these plants are to the chalk. 
 
Many other plants are not particularly 
concerned about the geology beneath their 
roots - as their distribution maps show - but 
in the north, where the Tunbridge Wells 
Sand makes it influence felt, there are plants 
indicative of acid soils. For example, from 
May through to autumn, the Common Cow-
wheat (alas not very common any more), a 
partial parasite on the roots of other plants, 
displays it beautiful lemon-coloured flowers 
on a bank on the Green Lane that runs south
-west from St Helena Lane. It is joined later 
in the year by our native Goldenrod (a 
relative of several species of introduced 
species of Goldenrods that are grown in 
gardens), which likes shady places on acid 
soils. 
 
There are also little treasures to discover, 
such as the diminutive fern, Adder’s-tongue, 
which is in a separate family to most of our 
more familiar ferns such as Bracken and Male
-fern. It doesn’t look like a fern at all with it 
single fleshy leaf almost encircling its spore-
producing spike. All Saints churchyard has a 

little colony and it occurs in some other old 
meadows locally. It is not fussy about soil type 
but has disappeared from places that have 
been treated with artificial fertilisers. 
 
A recent Facebook post of a photograph of 
the lovely Meadow Cranesbill on Novington 
Lane near the junction with Chapel Lane was 
intriguing. This plant, which is familiar as a 
garden plant, is a true native of grassy verges 
and damp meadows, especially on chalky 
soils. According to The Flora of Sussex, it is 
thought to be a garden escape in most places 
with the exception of around East Chiltington, 
Plumpton and Lewes, where it has been 
known for over 200 years. The first record 
was from meadows in Plumpton. At the 
southern end of Novington Lane there is a 
verge designated for the protection of this 
species and it is good to know of another site. 
The neighbour of the person responsible for 
the Facebook post, who grew up in the area, 
says that she remembers verges full of these 
lovely flowers. There is also a colony in All 
Saints churchyard, which is a beautiful 
remnant of old meadow, but whether this had 
once been planted on a grave or  is a remnant 
of the plant community that existed before the 
church was built is not known.  
 
The Flora of Sussex is beautifully illustrated 
and has distribution maps of all species 
(except those that are so widespread they 
occur everywhere in the two counties) as well 
as chapters on: Sussex botany and botanists; 
The geology and soils of Sussex; The habitats 
and vegetation of Sussex; Changes in land 
management since 1940 and effects on the 
Sussex flora; Conservation of the Sussex flora, 
and much else besides. It is a bargain at £45. 
I have a few to sell on behalf of Sussex 
Botanical Recording Society so please contact 
me if you are interested in obtaining one. 
  

 Jacqui Hutson, 
jacqueline.hutson@btinternet.com. 

 

 
 



Plough Inn 
 

A friendly family pub, open all day everyday 
from noon. Quality meals made from locally 
sourced produce, served daily in a friendly  

relaxing atmosphere. 
We pride ourselves on our cask marque real 

ales. 
Rooms available for functions & our beautiful 

meadow is available for camping. 
Always a warm welcome. 

Call Nicole on : 01273 890311 
theploughinnatplumptongreen@hotmail.co.uk  

N & B LANDSCAPES 
 

NICK MANVILLE 
Builder 

 
No job too small 

 
07769 578991 

 
Spike70_2@live.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

66 High Street, Lewes 
01273 069006  or  07912 935889 

Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk 
Living locally in the East Chiltington/Plumpton 

area. 
Competitive rates for locals 

Estate Agent and Chartered Surveyor 

ELECTRICIAN 

DEAN FERGUSON 

YOUR LOCAL CHAILEY BASED 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Registered with NAPIT to certify to part P 

No job too big, no job too small (labour VAT Free) 

Tel: 01825 723661  

MOB: 07754000147 

Email: deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk 
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PRESCHOOL 

 

 

 

  Community run Preschool 
in the heart of Plumpton Green 

Ages from 2 to 5 
Flexible hours available between 
8am  - 5pm  Monday to Friday 

Now offering 30 hours funded childcare 
OFSTED rated ‘GOOD’ 

The Pavilion, King George V Playing Field, 
Plumpton Green, Lewes,  East Sussex BN7 3PD 

 
Email hello@honeybeespreschool.co.uk  

or phone 01273 890885  
Find out more at www.honeybeespreschool.co.uk  

honeybees 

PAY LESS  TAX 
Formerly with the world’s largest accountancy firm 

for many years, I am now available 

freelance, to deal with all tax/accountancy 

matters, at a fraction of company rates. 

Ring for a free meeting. 

LAWRENCE FLOWERS 
School House 

Plumpton Green, Lewes  BN7 3DP 

Tel: 01273 891505  

Email lawrie8f@aol.com  



Footpath 

Detective’s 

Diary: 

A Footpath Detective’s Diary 
July 2020  

 
Over Itford Hill and back along the 

river 
 
A lovely sunny evening and a recent relaxation in 
the Covid guidance allowed me to walk with one 
friend and provided the opportunity to enjoy 
again the paths east from Itford Farm at 
Southease. We crossed the A26 using the 
wooden bridge constructed to take the South 
Downs Way (SDW) users safely over an 
increasingly dangerous road. Heading east we 
climbed Itford Hill, a rise of 145m in about 1Km. 
The hill provided a strategic settlement site to a 
Bronze Age people who created a number of 
small enclosures on the hill. There are steep 
slopes off its north, south and west sides with a 
good view of the Rive Ouse and the south coast 
and such sites were popular with the early human 
inhabitants of these parts. 
 
We continued along the SDW to pass first Red 
Lion Pond and then White Lion Pond. The first is 
a now dry dew pond by which a trig point stands. 
White Lion Pond is a little further east along the 
SDW and to the south of Mill Mound where a 
windmill stood from the early 18th Century until 
about the early 19th Century. White Lion Pond 
underwent some restoration, by local volunteers, 
and will hold rain water as it was intended to do 
so as to provide water for cattle and sheep 
grazing high on the hill. The significance of the 
names my mentor Edgar once explained was the 
heraldic symbols of local nobles and rival families.  
 
On Beddingham Hill the SDW meets the by-way 
that ascends from Glynde. At this point we turned 
south to use the bridleway that descends to 
South Heighton. The views of the coast and 
Newhaven harbour are great from this path. 
Below us the small village of Tarring Neville 
provides a conversation about place names. It is 
likely the village was simply Tarring, a Saxon 
name probably denoting a strategic tower. The 
addition of Neville would have been following the 
Norman Conquest when the village was given to 
the Neville family. 

 
We descended into South Heighton, a village 
that grew when a cement manufacturing 
business established there in the late 19th 
Century. I have read that under the village is a 
network of tunnels built in the Second World 
War for defence reasons. We made a left turn 
along the road and at the next bend were 
faced with three footpath routes, the middle 
one is probably the best to get to a small road 
with a row of terraced houses linking the 
B2109 and the A26. From the A26 we took a 
left and soon after a right passing a car body 
repair business and on to the footpath that 
crosses the railway line. I can’t think of a 
better way to describe this less than pretty 
section of the walk and it is not easy to find as 
there is no sign until you are about 30m along 
the path. The other reference is that it is north 
of the incinerator.  
 
Once across the railway the path led us to the 
east bank of the River Ouse. We turned north 
to follow the path on the riverbank and were 
treated to the wildlife that low tide brings, lots 
of wading birds finding their supper in the 
mud. We looked across to Piddinghoe, its 
round towered village church and little 
harbour. The weathervane on top of the 
church tower is a salmon trout that glints the 
sun. To the north of the church and near the 
harbour is a conical structure which is a bottle-
shaped brick built kiln and to me it looks like a 
giant communal oven.    
 
Our path meandered with the river and by now 
a chill north wind was cooling the evening air. 
The low sun highlighted the contours of the 
downland making it look lovely. Back at 
Southease we turned right by the river bridge 
onto the SDW again, which we followed over 
the railway by the station and on to Itford 
Farm. When life returns to some trading 
normality the café at the YHA that now 
occupies the farm’s barns will once again be a 
refreshment opportunity on this walk.  
 
EJH 

 27 



28 

    Lewes District Citizens Advice 

  

15 – 19 Chapel Street  Southover House  37 Church Street 
Newhaven    Lewes    Seaford 
BN9 9PN    BN7 1AB   BN25 1HG 
Contact : Jackie Wilkes 01273 007556               @Lewescab1  
www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk  

Going back to work concerns 
 

The company I work for is starting to look at reopening later in the 
summer. I am anxious, despite not having any health issues. I'm going to 
wear a mask, but not all the customers may do so. I used to take the bus 
to work, I don't have a car and it's too far to cycle. I'm not even sure if my 
kids will be back at school by then! The thought of returning to work is 
keeping me awake at night. Do I have to go back to work? 
 

The short answer to your question is yes, you do need to comply with any 
reasonable management request to return to work. 
 

The key here is “reasonable.” The government has published specific guidance for 
different businesses on the steps they can take to minimise coronavirus 
transmission. If you don’t think they’re complying, or are putting your health at risk, 
you should talk to them about this. 
 

They should listen to your concerns about using public transport. You could, for 
instance, ask to travel at a quieter time of day. 
 

The government has said that if you’re unable to work because of childcare issues 
your employer can continue to furlough you.  
 

We suggest approaching this as a problem that you and your boss can solve 
together. If you are still concerned, you could report your employer to the Health 
and Safety Executive. You should also get advice about your legal rights in this 
situation. 

VE Day Service 
The Royal British Legion said that they would not be organising any Services because 
of the ‘Lock Down ‘ and ‘Distancing’ Rules, but Two stalwart ex service members of 
the British Legion in Plumpton Green, namely David Stone and William Seddon  had 
other ideas.  

  They met at the War memorial in the grounds of All Saints Church at Plumpton 
Green at 10:50 am. and conducted their own impromptu Service of Remembrance at 
the appointed hour with due respect and humility. 

 They had two witnesses namely Mrs .Jo Taylor MBE, and Frank.  David read the 
Exhortation and Kohima and William read out the names of  those from Plumpton 
who gave their lives in the Two World Wars. 

 Having observed the Two Minutes Silence both men stood to attention and gave a 
formal salute to honour their fallen Comrades.   
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Plumpton Property 

Maintenance Services 
A. CHRISTIE 

Decorating, Tiling, Guttering, Carpentry, 

Kitchens and Worktops, Bathrooms, etc. 

01273 890346 -  

a.christie@btinternet.com 

12 Southdowns, Plumpton Green. BN7 3EB 

 

ACCOUNTANCY  
& TAXATION SERVICES 

Kelvin Speirs 
Fyndings, Station Road 

Plumpton Green 

Lewes BN7 3BX    Tel: 01273 890785 

Email: kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com 

 

MOT testing, servicing and repairs. 
Recovery, collection and delivery service available. 

GUMTREE 4x4 Ltd 
01444 241457 
 4 x 4 Division 

Unit 18 
Ditchling Common 
Industrial Estate 

 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 

Traditional & Power Sweeping 

Tel. 01273 858568 Mob.07889 485832 

Fully insured        Friendly & Reliable  

 

Advertise Here !! 

Contact 
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 

Or  
Phone 

01273 891427 
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Patios, Walling, Tiling, Decorating, 

Plumbing, 

Bathroom and Kitchen Fitting 
 

Get Those DIY Jobs Finished, 

Professional, Friendly, Local Service, 

Call For a Free Estimate 
 

Contact: Keith 01273 842093 

Mob: 07763 811516 

 
MPS Electrics 

 
For all your electrical needs 

 
Local Electrician 

Fully qualified/insured 
 
 
Contact Marcus on 
 
Tel: 01273 891544 
Mob:07546505447 
email: mpselectrics@gmail.com 

EASTWOOD HEATING & 

PLUMBING LTD 
 

      Tel: 01273 890526 Mob: 07876 294262  

Email: ehpltd@googlemail.com 

      All Gas work undertaken including repairs 

and maintenance. 

      Bathroom refits, Central Heating, Power 

flushing and general plumbing. 
 Gas Safe Registered Installer, Associate Member 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing & Heating  
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w w w . c h a i l e y c o m m o n s . o r g . u k   Chailey Commons 

Society 

Chailey Commons Society 

We are still experiencing a lockdown mode, but with some relaxation, and social 
distancing still applies, and the Society’s meetings and gatherings are remaining 
cancelled for the time being. Many have been enjoying the open spaces that the 
commons provide for the exercise and fresh air. 

Summer growth is now all over the commons and the bracken is gaining in height all 
the time. Regrowth in the scraped areas has been doing well and our surveyors have 
reported good finds including the Small Gorse - Petty Whin Genista Anglica and 
Meadow Thistle Cirsium Dissectum, both quite rare so that is good. The ponds have 
had a good showing of the Pond Water-crowfoot Ranunculus Peltatus. Another 
excellent find is the scarce Pale Violet – Viola lactea.  

On Pound Common there has been a mass of the Foxglove Digitalis purpurea taking 
advantage of the cleared area. 

The Nightjars will be on the commons, although there may 
not be many. We are not able to do our annual night walk 
to find them and listen to the mysterious rapid and 
vibrating call, but if you are able to go and walk during the 
dusk and early night you may hear them. They call from a 
perch on a high tree then fly for a distance catching moths 
as their food and then perch again. 

As the restrictions on outdoor activities ease, we hope to 
be able to resume our activities and will publish any news 
on this in the website, or by email to members, and there 
will be posters on the commons as usual. 

For further information, visit our website – 
www.chaileycommons.org.uk or our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/chaileycommons/ 

William Coleman 

01444 831098 



Baby & Toddler Group Charlotte 01273 891086 

British Legion Reg Lanaway 890070 

Brownies girlguiding.org.uk 

Chailey Commons Society William Coleman 01444 831923 

Cricket Club Kelvin Speirs 890785 

Dance Classes for Children Carol Grant 01444 243592 

Flower Club Gill Wells 890561 

Football Club Ian Earl 891099 

Footpath Society Judy Lawrenson 01273 472277 

Guides girlguiding.org.uk  

Happy Circle Cherie Winchester 891592 

Haywards Heath Town 
Ladies Football Club Peter Hickman 01444 257822 

Honeybees Preschool  890885 

Horticultural Society Ken Beard 890572 

Hospice Support Group Reg Lanaway 890070 

Junior Football Darryl Bailey                 07792 686673 

Oil Buying Group Diane Marks                 07929 336065  

Pantomime Society Duncan Taylor-Jones 01273 649259 

Plumpton Activity Scheme Pat Duffy  07717 285871 

Plumpton Bowmen Andrew Holdsworth 890001 

Plumpton Camera Club Tim Honess 01273 890582 

Plumpton & East Chiltington  Cindy Penny 891273 

Good Neighbours  

Plumpton Rude Mechanical Lee Stevens 07887 562721 

Theatre Co. Friends 

Plumpton Short Mat Bowls Malcolm Beard 890826 

Plumpton Tennis Club Gareth Prosser 07801 869316 

Plumpton YouthSpace plumptonyouthspace@aol.co.uk 

PPTFA Marie Leviston 891497 

Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk 

Rugby Club Mike Allen 890076 

Scouts Rodney Hill 890410 

Southdown East Pony Club Mike Nichols 01444 452295 

Stoolball Club Jo Taylor 890450 

Turning Pointe Dance Classes office.turningpointe@gmail.com 

Wildlife Group David Philips 07768 886358 

 

For changes or new 
entries: 
phone:  
         01273 891427 
Email: 
pecncopy@gmail.com 

Plumpton & East Chiltington News 
 
Advertising & Admin: Barry Luck  
   Email: pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 01273 891 427 
Typesetting:             Penny Acton  
   Email: pecncopy@gmail.com 01273 891 427 
Distributed by: Christine Millum 01273 890854 
Printed By;   Devon Print Ltd. 077955 66066  www.devon-print-com 
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Plumpton & East Chiltington  

News 

 

 

If you are involved in local societies, 

community groups and events and you 

would like to write a short article about 

your activities we would love to hear 

from you. 

 

Email: PECNCOPY @ gmail.com 


